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Mr. Nicola discussed his role in the nascent Gay Rights movement in Portland in the early 1970s 

and the writing of the first gay rights bill and lobbying for its passage.  He also discussed a little 

bit why he became involved in the movement, the changes over the years in the public 

perception of gays and their own perceptions of themselves, and what he felt their 

accomplishments were today. 

 

LISA DONNELLY:  All right.  This is um…you want to say your name? 

MICHAEL BELL:  Michael Bell. 

LD:  And this is Lisa Donnelly, and we’re interviewing George Nicola… 

GEORGE NICOLA:  Yes. 

LD:  …for the PSU University Studies Capstone, Winter 2009, Preserving Gay, Lesbian Bi-and 
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Transgender History for Pat Young and the GLAPN Archives.  And it’s February 14th, 2009.  So.  

Um…actually what we were hoping we could get you to do was just tell us—we wanted just to 

know a little bit more about you first.  You know, how you, how did you wind up in Portland, are 

you a native?  Where did—just a little bit of background on you, where you came from. 

GN:  I am originally from Ohio, and I came to Portland, uh, in 1968 for a job.  And, uh … that’s 

the start and then I ... the Gay Movement in Portland started in nineteensi—1970.   

LD:  What do you--what do you mean by ‘started’? 

GN:  Well, um, previous to 1970 in Portland there were no organizations that were specifically 

gay.  There were some, some social organizations that were somewhat gay, but there were no, 

nothing that had a political bent, or nothing that was specifically gay.  So, uh … What happened 

was in February of 1970 there was uh, an alternative newspaper called the Willamette Bridge.  

And a, um, they had an employee named John Wilkinson working for them.  Wilkinson had 

moved down from Seattle to work for KBOO and I don’t think the job worked out or something.  

He ended up working for the Willamette Bridge.  And a man wrote in and wanted to post an ad 

that said something like “Gay, long-hair and lonely seeks same.”  The newspaper refused to take 

the ad.  So, John put a little thing in the ad space, I believe, that “I don’t agree with the 

newspaper refusing to take the ad.  They feel these types of personal ads are exploitive,” or 

something like that. 

LD:  Mm-hmmm. 

GN:  “…and I don’t agree with that.  But please see the article I put on page such and such.”  So 

the article, in the article he said, uh, ‘What we really need to do is we need to organize and get 

together and, um, defend our rights. In New York they have this thing called the Gay Liberation 

Front and we need something like that here.”   And that was the start.  So, I had not come out 

then, because I didn’t know anyone who was gay.  It was impossible to find any gay resources; 

there weren’t any.  There was no positive gay literature.  So I met the--the Gay Liberation Front 

started as a result of that.  It was John and I believe his lover, Dave, uh, Davenport, and then also 

joining them was a woman named Holly Hart, who was a lesbian, and...  And they began the 

movement in, in uh…the summer, I believe it was, we started having gatherings at Centenary 
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Wilbur Church in a coffeehouse there.   

LD:  Well, how did you meet them, then?   

GN:  Well, I ran into him… 

LD:  You said you didn’t know anybody? 

GN:  … I ran into him, um…at, there was a, a gathering protesting the Kent State shootings and I 

ran into him-- 

LD:  Mm hmm… 

GN:  …they had a Gay Liberation table there, so that’s where I met them. 

LD:  Oh, okay. 

GN:  And then I got involved in that from the start.  Uh…it was loosely organized, it was mostly 

people talking, but at least it got them talking about defending their rights in some way.  And a 

group of people that saw a, uh…saw the need for something more organized then went off and 

formed a separate group called, uh, the Second Foundation.  And then I worked with the Second 

Foundation as well, and much of the things I did politically were using the Second, the Second 

Foundation as a base. 

LD:  Do you, why did you choose that name, do you know?   

GN:  The name was… 

LD:  Because I know it’s Asimov, right? 

GN:  Yeah, yeah.  Right.  Yes, it was uh, it has to do with one of his novels, I believe… 

LD:  Mm hmm… 

GN:  …and the Second Foundation I think had, and I don’t really read fiction; I’m a fan of 

Asimov’s non-fiction, but I don’t read fiction.  It had to do with some sort of ideal society I think 

he’d created, but I, I don’t know the whole story. 
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LD:  Mm hmm... 

GN:  But it came from Asimov 

LD:  And it came from--? 

GN:  Yeah. 

LD:  I’m familiar with the books and that fits in, but it also was a very underground movement 

that ended up controlling everything in the end. 

GN:  Oh?  Good. [note: “good” meaning George was pleased to hear the explanation] 

LD:  So I thought it was a really nice— 

GN:  I didn’t know that. 

LD:  …lot of layered things.  So, you started working with the Second Foundation, then? 

GN:  Yes. 

LD:  And…? 

GN:  And then,  um…  trying to think how things progressed, it didn’t—one of the things we did 

is we tried to get a, um, the city of Portland at that time did not have, it had no interest in having 

it, non-discrimination law.  Uh, but they did want to put through a, a non-discrimination law that 

went, went beyond city employment.  They did have some sort of a ruling, uh, a ordinance or 

something along the lines of an ordinance that banned discrimination in city employment.  And 

we were trying to get sexual orientation included in that.  So that progressed slowly.  It did 

happen, that was after I had dropped out of being real active in the movement.  But in the 

meantime, the, um, the political year of 1972 came up, and I tried to find a way to get, um, well, 

a number of us tried to find a way to get the, uh, get involved in that some way.  So the first thing 

happened is a man named Roger Troen, who was active in the gay movement at the time, he’s 

died recently, called me and said that the Democrats were having a convention in Klamath Falls 

and I think that was in the spring of, of, uh, the spring of 1972.  And he offered to buy me a 

plane ticket to go down there and try to put a gay platform in the—er, try to put a gay plank in 
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the platform.  So I hurriedly wrote something up and I went down there and they accepted the 

platform.  It was pretty basic, it was non-discrimination in employment, housing based on sexual 

orientation, that type of thing and also on, uh, also on, uh… marital status.   

LD:  So why did he call you?  I mean, what was your role in Second Foundation? 

GN:  I was, I was one of the more politically people there. 

LD:  Mm hmm… 

GN:  Uh, and at the same time, one of the, well, shortly thereafter what we did then is a logical 

thing because we had no non-discrimination protection, was to, to, um, to try to get a law passed 

in the Oregon legislature because the city council at that time had no non-discrimination 

ordinance that covered private employers and had no intention of doing something like that 

because they’d relied on the state.  So, the idea was we wanted to get that thing done in the, um, 

the Legislature.  So we sent out--I put together some questionnaires that asked how people stood 

on this kind of thing, and um, I was disappointed that we didn’t get anything back from anyone 

that was running for the Legislature.   

     So, um, one day I was sitting on my porch steps where I was living in, in uhm, Northwest 

Portland, and it was a sunny, unusually sunny day in, in spring, and I saw this very tired-looking 

woman coming along, and it was Vera Katz.  I noticed her, I’d never met her but I noticed her 

from the uh, from uh, pictures and that type of thing.  And so I said, uh, she introduced herself 

and I said, “Well,” I explained to her what I was trying to do and I said I, I didn’t--hadn’t 

received her response.  And she said she had never gotten the questionnaire.  So I took out the 

questionnaire, a blank one which I just happened to have, asked her to fill it out.  She reviewed it 

briefly and signed without hesitation.  So that was the first we had.  And I found out later that the 

guy who sent them out decided not to send them out to legislators and that was the most 

important.  So we then sent them to legislators.  I don’t know why the oversight. 

LD:  Oh, wow.  Okay. 

GN:  So, that was the start.  And then, um, later, a friend of mine, who…who--well, I, uh, a guy 

that I met at a Second Foundation meeting, he came up to me and told me that he was living with 
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a family, the Kafoury family, their son Steve Kafoury, his wife, Gretchen, was gonna be a 

lobbyist for NOW, National Organization for Women, Oregon, and she would be glad to show 

me the ropes, take me down to Salem, explain, explain lobbying to me.  So I called her and we 

met for a pancake breakfast on Powell and we talked about what to do.  And so she did some 

handholding, took me down to Salem and showed me what to do.  So, um, she put—at that time 

Vera was a, um, an ally—a strong ally and so I think as was Steve Kafoury and they were both 

freshmen legislators in the House.  And so I worked out of Vera’s office and they showed me 

what to do and I put together a proposed bill and they took it to a legislative council where they 

ironed it out and then they basically accepted what I had, but they did, made a few a changes.  

And it was simply the addition of sexual orientation to existing non-discrimination and I believe 

it was employment and housing.  So they said, okay, now you go out and try to get these 

signatures.  So, I went from office to office trying to get signatures.  And I ended up getting 

seventeen. 

LD:  What did you say to them?  When you went to get their signature?   

GN:  Well, I told ‘em, I explained to them what it was.  *chuckles* There was this one guy, he 

was a senator, and uh, I said I—someone suggested I come and get your signature on this bill.  

And he said ‘what’s this bill about?’ And I said, ‘Well, it’s to prevent discrimination based on 

sexual orientation,’ or that it was anti-gay discrimination.  And he laughed and laughed and 

laughed and he said, ‘Well, this’ll separate the men from the boys.’  And then he took the pen 

and signed it.  So… 

LD:  Now, did they know you?  Were you out at that time, then, and they knew…? 

GN:  Well, I just—you know, people ask that all the time and I just assumed that everybody 

would know that I was gay… 

LD:  Uh huh? 

GN:  …otherwise I wouldn’t be doing it, but, but I guess now there are people that work in the 

gay movement who are not gay and at that time that wouldn’t happen.  For one thing, it was a 

purely voluntary thing.  I mean I wasn’t getting paid anything.  So. 
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LD:  Right.  Had you quit your job by this point?  ‘Cause I know you said in one— 

GN:  Well, I— 

LD:  …of the papers that they gave us that you had quit your job and…? 

GN:  Well, I wasn’t—I didn’t quit my job, well I had—was sort of between jobs and I did some 

work, I got some pay from, uh, one of the news—the gay newspaper I worked for and they also 

had a straight newspaper so I at times, at times I did make some money from that and was living 

on savings a bit.   

LD:  Mm hmm. 

GN:  So, um, we had, um, I think five sponsors in the Senate, and I think … twelve in the House.  

And in the House maybe three of them were Republican.   

LD:  Did that—really? 

GN:  That, uh, maybe three or four.  One of them was Norma Paulus, who later was, uh, the, um, 

Republican nominee for governor.   

LD:  Mmm hmm. 

GN:  So she’d said an interesting thing years later, she was giving a speech and she said, ‘Well, 

you know, this bill came up and a friend of mine came up me and said, “I have to speak to you 

confidentially.  I’ve never told you this before, but I’m gay, and I want you to keep that 

confidential, but I really need to support this bill.”’   So I thought that was interesting because 

you have a number of people here, we have no idea who they are, who were instrumental in 

some way, like the guy that wrote the ad initially. 

LD:  Mm hmm. 

GN: …um, and had, had, uh …  had significant influence on, I think, what would happen 

eventually.  So there’s so many different people, including people that are, as far as I’m 

concerned, anonymous.  No one has really discovered, that I know, who the initial guy was that 

wrote the ad that got the gay movement going, so.  …  So, um, what happened then, we had a 
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hearing, and it lasted only an hour, and so a number of things led up to that.  Um…one is I was 

able to—I’m not really a good organizer of big groups of people, but I was able to, to, uh, get 

some friends in Salem, and some friends in Eugene, and some friend in Klamath Falls so we put 

together something called the Oregon—I can’t remember where I’m going—Oregon  Gay 

Political Caucus, but it was just really a very few people, and to show all this support.  And then, 

uhm … someone told me about this psychiatrist that was sympathetic.  His name was Ira Pauley 

and he worked at OHSU.  And so I went to talk to him and I said, ‘We could really use a support 

statement from, uh, the Oregon Psychiatric Institute.   

LD:  Uh hmm.  Because, was, was— 

GN:  Association.   

LD:  Was, uh, homosexuality still in the DSMV, then? 

GN:  I beg your pardon? 

LD:  Was it still on the list as a mental illness? 

GN:  Well, I, I’m not sure. 

LD:  Or was it off by then? 

GN:  Well, the national level they removed it but I don’t know whether—it was probably before 

that.  Yeah. 

LD:  Okay. 

GN:  So I said, ‘Would you like me to go with you?’  And he said, ‘Oh, no, I’ll do it myself.’  So 

he got it, and he got it—he went and he got a very strong commitment of some type and I can’t 

remember the specifics, but I didn’t remember it until Pat interviewed me a few years ago and 

she brought that up because she’d found it in the documentation that I’d given the legislature, so 

that was interesting.  And then, um … oh, the other interesting thing was, um … when Pat was 

doing this interview with me a couple of years ago for a, a Just Out article, she brought up the 

name of this woman named, ah, um … ah… Knapp.  Rita Knapp.  Who had attended—been at 

the hearing.  What I hadn’t remembered was the background behind it.   
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     What happened was, we, we’d go around and give speeches and things and we were invited to 

speak to this church group.  It was a church-sponsored retreat in the Gorge called “Menukah” I 

think.  And so we went to speak to the group, and uh—a group of gay men and lesbians, and 

uh… we went to speak to the group and after we were done the woman of the husband or… Rita 

and her husband ran it, I believe.  Charles, I think, was his name.  And, uh, she mentioned the 

fact that her daughter was a lesbian.  So I said, ‘Well, why don’t you come to the legislature and 

testify?’  So, um … we ca—we came into the, uhm—I was almost late for it because I was 

typing something up, and I come in, I came into the room and the room was already crowded.  

And we only had an hour to go.  And, uh, Les AuCoin, the committee head wasn’t, didn’t show 

up.  But— 

LD:  Did, did he, had he told you he would, or…? 

GN:  He never talked to me about anything.   

LD:  Ever? 

GN:  No.   

LD:  You think he deliberately avoided you? 

GN:  I don’t know, but he was supportive behind the scenes.   [note – after reviewing the 

transcription:   George does not mean to imply that Aucoin was avoiding him.   George wants to 

stress that AuCoin was very supportive.] 

LD:  Mm hmm. 

GN:  So.  So but I know he was very supportive according to Gretchen.  So.  Uhm… But he was 

very busy.  He was, he wou—he may have been, uh, he was very highly ranked in the House; I 

can’t remember his position, but he was very busy.  So we had an hour to go, so Rita Knapp 

showed up and I was very pleased, and she got up and she gave such an incredibly moving 

speech that the place broke out in, in applause, thunderous applause.   So we weren’t supposed to 

applaud at all, so that was a no-no.  But nobody could resist doing it because it was so incredible. 

LD & MB:  *laughing in background* 
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GN:  But I hadn’t realized, later, later she became, she went on to become a founder of the 

Portland Chapter of the … uh… Parents & Friends of Gays and Lesbians.  And, which is a very 

effective, an impressive organization.  So, that was kind of nice; I was glad to, to know that I had 

had something to do with that indirectly, and that that had an effect, because later a friend of 

mine who was a lesbian, who was disowned by her family, uhm, said that she had been to one of 

those meetings and she was very moved by it, said that it was almost too good to be true.  So.  

It’s kind of nice the way one thing leads to another that way.   

LD:  Yeah.  What, what kind of, um, speeches would you give when you went out to the groups?  

You said you went out to Hood River and…? 

GN:  You know, I don’t remember.  Uhm, I think they varied with the audience.  Sometimes—

there were two things I remember.  Sometimes I said things that probably weren’t … very 

impressive or very influential.  But sometimes, uhm, they were.  There was, there was a woman 

who, um, her name was Gladys McCoy, and she was the first black elected official in Oregon.  

And later her husband was elected to the Oregon House and later the Oregon Senate.  And, uh, 

she was on the Oregon Platform Committee for the Democratic National Convention in 1972.  

So I wanted to lobby them for a gay rights plank, so someone said ‘go talk to her.’  And I went to 

talk to her, and she said, ‘Well, I really need a speaker for a class I’m teaching at, at Pacific 

University.  Can you come talk?’  So I went to talk to her class, and I don’t know what I said, I—

I don’t remember what I said, but she was incredibly impressed and after that she became one of 

our strongest supporters.  She went on later to become the Chair of the Multnomah, ah, County 

Board of Commissioners.  And her husband, like I said, was a legislator.   So that was very nice 

and she said she defended us to people in, numerous times, including people that, that said, ‘Why 

are you doing this type of thing?’ And she said, uh, well, ‘I’m black.  I mean, I would be, I 

would be a traitor to my own cause if I didn’t support other people that also needed equal rights.’   

LD:  That’s interesting, because usually what you hear now is that the minority communities are, 

are not as open and accepting of the, of the gays.   

MB:  I’ve heard that they can be that way, yeah. 

GN:  Yeah, I know. 
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LD:  But for her, that was… Wow. 

GN:  Well, certainly Obama’s been very, very accepting.  So.  So.   

LD:  Mm hmm. 

GN:  And so, um … and then the other thing I did is, um, they decided—Steve Kafoury decided 

that, um …  that it would be good—there was a guy that was very friendly and very nice about, 

he was a guy named, uh, Lloyd Kinsey, he was a Republican from Portland.  And he was 

incredibly nice and friendly man.  So Steve said, ‘Well, he’s, he’s, uh, very friendly but I—uh, 

why don’t we have him give the speech on the floor of the House, introducing the bill, because it 

would be good to have a Republican.’  And so I wrote the speech up for him, and I thought, ‘You 

know, after all this work I did, I better make this good.’  So I wrote up the speech and apparently 

it went over very well because it got very good reviews.  And years later, when Norma Paulus 

was speaking to a gay group, she was saying how impressed she was with the speech, so I don’t 

know what it wa—what I said.    

LD:  *laughing* 

GN:  But it would be interesting to know.   

LD:  You don’t have a copy of it?  Or if they have one in the archives? 

GN:  No, I don’t have a copy of anything.  No. 

LD:  Oh. 

GN:  Anyway, the bill--the bill, the other thing that happened … Gretchen Ka—is anyone 

interviewing Gretchen Kafoury, because she was the one that… 

LD:  I don’t know. 

MB:  I don’t know. 

GN:  Yeah.  But anyway, she came up with th—some stuff.  It, uh, some documentation on it.  I 

went around and lobbied people a lot.  And so, um, at one point it went to a c—I remember it 

going to a committee, and most of our supporters weren’t there.  And I talked to a guy from 
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Milwaukee named Lindquist who was supportive.  And they voted on it, and they voted not to 

send it to the floor.  So, then, some conservative Republican from Eastern Oregon turned toward 

him and said, ‘You really want this bill to go to the floor, don’t you?’  And he said, ‘Yes.’  And 

so he changed his vote and it did go to the floor.  Now, Gretchen dug out some stuff that was— 

MB:  Why do you think he changed his vote?  Was it just…uh… 

GN:  Because he wanted to be nice to the guy to allow it to go to the floor.   

MB:  Okay. 

LD:  Sort of a, kind of a ‘you scratch your—I scratch your back, you scratch mine?’ 

GN:  He didn’t ask anything in return, he, he knew that he wanted it so he gave it that chance. 

LD:  Oh.  Well, that was neat.   

GN:  Now, now, Gretchen had documentation that showed it happened slightly different.  That, 

in fact, that it, it had gone to the floor, and they voted to send it back to committee which is a 

way of killing the bill.  And then, when it went back to the committee, that’s when they re-a-sent 

it to the floor.  But there was a, there was a full debate on the floor, uh, and that’s the one that I 

attended.  And, so, um, Kinsey presented the bill, a number of people spoke up for it.  A number 

of people spoke against it.  Uh, and uh, Norma Paulus was one of the people that got up and 

spoke for it, and I didn’t know at the time she would be such a strong supporter.  She was the 

Republican that would later go on to be uh, be the nominee—are you both from—have you both 

been in Oregon a while? 

MB:  Yeah. 

LD:   I’ve been here for seventeen years. 

MB:  I’ve been here since ’90. 

GN:  Okay.  And, so, um, I think she was a, um, she ran for governor before that, but I can’t 

remember exactly when.   So, um, what happened was um, not everybody was there, and there 

were more—as I understand there was one more ‘yes’ vote than ‘no’ vote, but because either of 
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absences or abstentions, it was one vote short of the minor--majority needed and so it failed.  But 

it was pretty significant that without any budget, and without any sophistication, certainly, that 

we were able to, to fail by only one vote. 

LD:  Yeah.  What, what, what did you say--I mean, what kind of a response did you get from 

people there when you were lobbying?  Was it pretty positive, or could you— 

GN:  Well… 

LD:  Or did it break down party line?  Or kind of, I guess not? 

GN:  Well, we had—we had a lot of Republican support; it was more urban versus rural.  Um, 

but, so that meant that it was largely Democratic, but I think there were four Demo—three 

Democr—er, Republicans in Multnomah County, we got all three of those.  And then we got 

Norma Paulus who was a Republican from, from Salem.  So, um, somewhere I have the—I have 

that and I’ll find it for you before we’re done, or I can send it to you.   The other thing is that, uh, 

um … reminded me of something else I associated with that…  Oh!  One of the things we did 

without a budget is we needed people to, to tell their, their uh, their representatives in the, in the 

House to, uh, to vote for it.  So, we found a map, and uh, which showed the boundaries of the 

districts and then we put together a list that told people, would tell people who their, who their 

legislators were.    

     And so we went to this old bar called the Family Zoo, which isn’t there anymore.  And we got 

people to this, uh, to determine who their legislator was, and we supplied paper and envelopes 

where they could write a letter to the—to their le—a letter to their House Representative telling 

them why it was important for them to vote.  And so, uh, we asked for donations, I think, of five 

cents for a stamp or something like that.  So that was our budget.  So, um…that was pretty 

effective because people did get letters from their own constituents, and what someone had told 

Steve Kafoury was, ‘I’m impressed that we could get letters from our constituents.  We don’t 

get—you know, it’s not that big a thing, getting letters from other people, we do that all the time.  

But it’s important that we know what our constituents say.’  So I think that had an effect.  We 

also had a guy named John Stewart that I’d met at the … preprimary Democratic Convention 

where we first passed that platform, he, um, he was able to, to get some, uh, some support in 
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Eugene and get some letters written.   The group that we had in Salem was headed by a woman 

named Peg—Peggy … um … Peggy Burton, I think her name was.  And, um, she was the one, 

she was the schoolteacher who was fired because she confided to someone she was a lesbian. 

LD:  Right.  That’s right. 

GN:   And so I met her through Charlie Hinkle, her attorney at the ACLU, and she got some 

people together that did some organizing there.  So we had very small groups of people, but it 

was apparently relatively effective.   

LD:  Yeah, you were pretty busy.  Why were you, I mean, that’s a lot of time and effort on your 

part.  What was, was there something that, some event or… just that motivated you to, to be that 

dedicated to it?   

GN:  Well… 

LD:  Or was it just a feeling?  I mean you’d … 

GN:  Well, I had my whole life ahead of me, pretty much; it was … and it was a choice between 

being a pariah for the rest of my life, and other people being pariahs, and, and, uh, you know, 

speaking up and, and fighting for our rights.  And, Portland did have, Portland was not as 

probably anti-gay as a lot of cities, at that, at that point the police were no longer harassing gay 

bars on a regular basis, and that type of thing.  So it was … a relative, um, … relatively 

accepting.  And so, but in a very quiet type way.  Um, and people used to say that ‘if you really 

wanted to get somebody defeated, say that they were pro-gay—which, of course, is changing 

considerably now. [note – after reviewing the transcription:  George meant that locally, people 

no longer get defeated when they are pro-gay.]  I don’t know of anybody that’s been elected to 

state-wide office recently that’s been really anti-gay.  Uhm, because of the influence of the, uh, 

the, the movement that’s built over a period of time.  But at the time, it wasn’t—many people 

thought it was a more, a more, uh, politically, uh, wise thing to be openly anti-gay.   

LD:  Mm hmm.  Yeah, I remember that.  Did you have any questions?  You just sitting there 

listening?   

GN:  You want to stop and eat for a while? 
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*general laughter* 

LD:  I’m afraid to eat because I don’t want to crunch and be too loud on the microphone.   

GN:  Ah.  We can turn it off and eat for a while, if you want. 

LD:  It’s good. 

MB:  Uhm … nothing I can think of right now. 

LD:   Well, I would actually—what I would like to know about is that, um, McGovern … 

George McGovern press conference that you managed to crash?  You, you give—you give the 

basics of it, but I would really like to know what gave you the idea, how did you get in there, 

and, you know, what it—what was it like a-and it—because especially since you thought he 

was—he might be pro. 

GN:  Well, there was some confusion.  There was a statement that came out from his campaign, 

saying that he was accepting.  And I can’t remember the specifics.  Acceptance of certain things 

of gay rights.  And so someone suggested I go to the press conference, and I did.  And I asked 

him about it, and he said he had made no such statements.  So, um… 

LD:  Well, um, how did you get in?  Were you there as an official representative, or was it just 

open? 

GN:  I said—I can’t remember.  I said, I must have said I was—I don’t remember specifics, but, 

they let me in, probably because Portland was a smaller town, and people just let me in.  I think 

there was a lot of confusion about the campaign, so I don’t know what the real story was, but he 

said that he had no, that he had made no commitment himself to, to any gay rights legislation. 

LD:  Oh.  That must have been disappointing?  Or, er, was it something you expected?  I mean, 

on a national level? 

GN:  Well, I—well I think a lot of people expected something should, should happen.  I don’t 

remember speci—I don’t remember a lot of specifics about that part. 

LD:  Mm hmm.  Okay. 
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GN:  I think there were a lot of expectations for McGovern that went beyond what could happen 

in, in, um, in his particular situation.  But I think it was reasonable to ask support for, uh, for civil 

rights protection. 

LD:  Yeah.  Yeah.   

GN:  So… 

LD:  And that’s what it was.  So, um, I was going to ask you, so when did you leave Second 

Foundation?  I mean, you, you worked with them for a while, and then…  

GN:  Yeah, well, I, um—I can’t remember specifically—at, at some point in late ’74 I really 

needed to get a regular full-time job and so I dropped out of direct activity—and didn’t really 

become involved even peripherally again until, until, the um, the OCA came along.  And then, 

I’ve been involved, but not as directly as a lot of people, not as openly. 

LD:  So, you, were you working with Second Foundation again when the OCA came along? 

GN:  No, no, they no longer existed.  There was another group that came along called Portland 

Town Council. 

LD:  Right.  Okay. 

GN:  And, uh, and there was—over a period of time there was an increasingly, um, sophisticated 

organization, as now you have, you have Basic Rights Oregon with a paid staff that handles 

everything. 

LD:  Right.  

GN:  But, uh, and what’s interesting is the corollary of this thing where we sat in a bar and 

identified people’s, uh, legislators and had them give five cents for a stamp and write a letter, 

what the, uh, Basic Rights Oregon did in the, in, uh, the last campaign, I believe, was—and also 

when the bill came up in legislature was they had a way you could identify and write things 

online.  And they had this system where—apparently, uh, ah, politicians typically don’t read e-

mail, or often don’t read e-mail.  They’re more likely to read letters.  And so they had this thing 

where you would, you would, uh, identify your legislator and then write a letter—you could 
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either customize and use what they did.  And then they would print out the letter, and then 

actually deliver a printed letter.  So I thought that was very effective.  And that, I think that 

helped a lot to get the bill through. 

GN:  But, uh, and what’s interesting is the corollary of this thing where we sat in a bar and 

identified people’s, uh, legislators and had them give five cents for a stamp and write a letter, 

what the, uh, Basic Rights Oregon did in the, in, uh, the last campaign, I believe, was—and also 

when the bill came up in legislature was they had a way you could identify and write things 

online.  And they had this system where—apparently, uh, ah, politicians typically don’t read e-

mail, or often don’t read e-mail.  They’re more likely to read letters.  And so they had this thing 

where you would, you would, uh, identify your legislator and then write a letter—you could 

either customize and use what they did.  And then they would print out the letter, and then 

actually deliver a printed letter.  So I thought that was very effective.  And that, I think that 

helped a lot to get the bill through. 

LD: That’s the ones they just this passed last year right? 

GN: yeah right, in last session…  yeah but it’s great they have that level of sophistication, of 

course we didn’t have the internet at the time. I think the internet has really helped us organize a 

lot. 

LD: Yeah, yeah, so… so you don’t really… so it was mostly just to go back to work that you 

dropped out of the public lobbying and everything.  

GN: oh yeah, I don’t think that I uh… the type of sophisticated organization that eventually came 

about being, uhm.  I don’t know whether I would’ve wanted to do that whether I was the best 

person for that type of thing.  And really leadership has changed from, uh, changes from every 

few year based on what people can do and what their means are so 

LD: It’s all volunteer right? Or it was all volunteer then? 

GN: Yeah, now you have paid staff and a much more sophisticated organization. Now, what the 

thing is, at that time, we didn’t really have - nobody took us seriously enough to oppose strongly 

against us, then the OCA came along, and that was a lot different. The more, pro… see the, uhm, 
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I think what made the OCA organize it came out of an opposition to when Goldschmidt became 

governor he passed – he issued an executive order  banning discrimination in state employment 

based on sexual orientation. And so – 

LD: But you said he didn’t --- you did not get a response from him when he was running for 

mayor. 

GN: That’s correct, yeah. 

LD: But, he had changed his position in the meantime 

GN: Yeah, well when they… when the uhm, this was something you had read or…? 

LD: Yeah. 

GN: Okay 

LD: Uhm, in the timeline, I think Pat put it together the timeline… 

GN: Yeah, but, yeah he, uh, was never anti-gay but, he, uhm , uh he did make a commitment on 

the, uh, the ordinance we wanted on banning discrimination in city employment.  But, when the 

bill came along, which I think was – or the ordinance came along was sponsored by ( someone 

Macready), he did vote for it. And then uh, later he became progressively more supportive and 

when he became governor… ran for governor, he agreed that he would pass - - issue an 

executive order banning discrimination in basic sexual orientation in state employment. When he 

did issue that, that’s when they, the organization came along that over-turned that and eventually, 

I think, led to the organization the OCA, I believe. And, they of course went into something 

stronger, such as the measure 9 which is, which was very extreme.  

LD: Yeah, yeah that was pretty insane stuff.  

GN: Yeah… you remember measure 9? 

LD: Oh, yeah.  Yeah we did, but, uhm, so you got back.. you got involved again at that point?  

GN: Well, indirectly, just lobbying people. I’ve never been, uh, I’ve never been out like before in 

the sense of being… I mean I used to be on television and the newspapers all the time, I’ve never 
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done that type of thing.  Although the Willamette Week did an article on me… Byron Beck did 

an article on me ,uh, year and a half ago. Did you get a copy of that? 

LD: No we didn’t. We didn’t know about that. 

GN: Uhm, why don’t you note what I need to send you? Note that, and also note the, uh, I’ve got 

a couple of the bill itself. 

LD: Okay, and that’s the bill you got in, in 1974, was it, 72?  

GN: Uh, 73. 

LD: 73, okay. 

GN: Before I’m done, I might make a copy and try to identify some of the people in that. 

LD: Okay. That would probably be good. Yeah, but the Willamette Week Article, and it was 

Beck? 

GN: Byron Beck wrote it, but I can find that for you too. 

LD: Okay, yeah, that would be cool, because no, we didn’t know about that article. 

GN: He, he wrote a queer window for Willamette Week – and he’s no longer with them though. 

LD: He’s not, okay. So it’s uh… so it’s changed a lot, when you dropped out of the lobbying? I 

know, to go back to… to go back to, to where, but did you feel the climate had changed enough? 

And you did some… 

GN: Well, I think, I think that we made… I think. I had to try to do determine what it was that 

happened - - that was positive and negative. It was very disappointing in some ways, but I was 

really amazed that we were one vote short of the passage. And, I think had it passed, I don’t 

know whether it would’ve passed in the Senate or if Governor McCall would’ve signed it. 

Although, he was progressive in many different ways. --- So, uhm, had it passed and had we had 

to go through referendum, I don’t know whether we would’ve had the organization to defend it, 

and that would’ve been very bad. But, you know, it was introduced every session until the last 

session when it finally passed. So, people really worked at it and… and they worked like crazy 
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and so…  

LD: mmm, hmmm 

GN: uhm ---- let me mention one other thing that’s of interest. I got a call, about a year and a half 

ago, from this guy, who introduced himself as, uh, chair of the Multnomah county Democratic 

Party. He said that they wanted to give an award to Ted Kulongoski for having signed the.. the 

bill.  The two bills. And, they wanted to name the award after me. So --- that was a bit of a 

shocker because I really didn’t have much contact with people since that had all happened. And 

so, I gave it some thought and I got back to them, and we went back-and-forth talking about it --- 

and I just told them, I didn’t think it was appropriate to name it after one person.  He said, well, 

we talked to various people and they said what made this bill happen? What got it so close? And 

they said, and they all said it was you. And, I said, well I’m honored by it, and I’m glad about 

what I did, but I don’t really think it’s fair to name something like that after one person, when so 

many people have done so much. And so, they gave it a generic name of some type. 

LD:  You know tha… 

GN: But, I felt strongly that it was not appropriate to name it after one individual.  

LD: Mmm, hmmm, but going back to when you quit. You felt like it was positive enough 

GN: Well, uh… 

LD: …You made enough progress… 

GN: I thought that we’d made a lot of progress, but, uh --- it was still very frustrating… 

LD: Mmm, hmmm.. 

GN: … I mean Portland was still a very --- much more homophobic than it is now, and Oregon 

in general. So, uhm,  I think the difference is that we got people thinking and we got people 

taking us seriously… 

LD: Mmm, hmmm 

GN: … and that was the difference. 
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LD: And, so then you… yeah, okay. 

GN: The other thing is, uhm --- One of our friends, in fact Pat was there. There was a, uh, gay 

history thing that a friend of ours put together at the Q center about a year ago… and, so he said, 

I have, uh… there were about twelve of us, and we were supposed to give a three minute speech. 

And so, uh, I didn’t realize that most of them didn’t keep to three minutes, so I tried to keep to 

three minutes, and I couldn’t say everything just --- what I wanted to say. So, I put together a 

speech and I got there… and there was no podium and I had to stand there, and speak in front of 

these people… and I was very nervous, and Barbara Roberts was saying, why do you have to 

read your speech? Cause she’s very good at impromptu things… 

LD: Yeah. 

GN: …and I’m not. I was very nervous. So,  this was the speech I gave, I was… how, well I gave 

it at the time, I don’t know, cause I was extremely nervous standing up in front of these people. 

So, I try to encapsulate things, and, uh,  in a period of three minutes.  

LD: Okay. 

GN: (Reading from speech) Portland Gay men and Lesbians had not begun organizing for their 

rights until 1970. Then one spring day in 1972 I was sitting on my doorstep and Vera Katz came 

walking down the street. She was obviously very tired from canvassing for her first run at the 

Oregon legislature. I gave her a questionnaire asking her how she’d vote on banning 

discrimination based on sexual orientation. She filled it out positively without hesitation. The 

next year, Gretchen (Kafoury) took me to Salem where Vera let me work out of her office. 

Although we had no budget, our first bill to ban sexual orientation discrimination had seventeen 

sponsors and strong bi-partisan support. It failed to pass the Oregon house by one vote short of 

majority. In the following thirty-four years, thousands of Oregonians worked to get this kind of 

legislation passed. Because, sexual orientation is not a visible trait, it was easy to pretend that 

gay men and lesbians didn’t exist. So we had to convey a message: We’re your family, your 

friends, your neighbors, your co-workers. If we’re being hurt, someone you love is probably 

being hurt. When we’re being--- when we  need your help, someone you love probably needs 

your help. Some people seem to—believe that any advance in human dignity is a threat to all 
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society. But, the real threat is when we shut out whole groups of individuals, telling them they 

don’t belong, refusing their potential contributions. It’s only when all people of good will are 

welcomed into the family of humanity with mutual respect, and each of us has a stake, that we 

will enjoy a harmonious society and all have fulfilling lives.  

     As Americans we should all know this, because we’re the sons and daughters of a nation born 

in a declaration of human equality. That declaration created an expectation and promise that has 

often been much different than reality. So, we have to work to make sure that promise of equality 

is fulfilled. Vera Katz may have -- been tired canvassing that spring day, but just a few decades 

earlier she had endured a much more vigorous trek. She was living with her parents in France, 

when the Nazis seized the country. As Jews they had to flee for their lives. So, the child Vera 

walked with her parents and sister over the Pyrenees mountains to safety in Spain. Eventually, 

they came to the United States where the promise of equality refused to die. She didn’t forget 

that promise in 1972, when she met the stranger on his doorstep asking for her help. We 

shouldn’t forget either.  

LD: Alright. 

GN: Here, you can have a copy of that if you want. 

LD: Yes, we’d love to have a copy of that to put in the archives. Thank you. Do you have any 

questions? Do you want, uh… or you just listening? (laughs) 

MB: Just listening right now. I will certainly say something if I do. 

GN: A big – a big thing we did, by the way, uhm, is talking to groups of people, including on 

television and radio, and that type of thing… 

LD: Mmm, hmmm 

GN: …There was uh… I met Stevie Remington, who was the head of the ACLU. Uh, when I 

went over to talk to her about the whole thing. And, she introduced me to Charlie Hinkle, who 

was at that time, the attorney for Peggy Burton. And so, uhm, he was helpful in the whole 

process. And then also she introduced me to a man I’d met before, through a straight friend, uh, 

when I was much younger. He was, uh.. he had been the manager of KGW here, and later he 
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went on, and by that time King Broadcasting owned KGW…  

LD: Mmm, hmmm 

GN: …His name was Ancil Payne.  And so, he had heard about what we were doing and came 

down to meet us, so he met us, and he remembered… I’d met him before, and so we got to 

talking. We became pretty good friends. And so, he gave us, uh, five consecutive nights on the 

KGW evening news where we talked about gay issues and that type of thing… and they were 

very supportive after that and have been since then. 

LD: Well, uh, when was that? 

GN: That was probably in, uh ----- I don’t know. --- maybe, 72, 73? 

LD: (talking to self quietly) so, 72, 73… and uh… 

GN: I think maybe 73. 

LD: And by us, it was you and….? 

GN: and some other friends I badgered into… 

(Everyone laughs) 

GN: …getting on TV. 

LD: What did you say? I mean, when you got on there, what kind of things did you talk about? 

GN: Well, uh… well I don’t remember, it had to be pretty basic because people had such 

prejudice at the time you had to convince them that you were human beings and, that your rights 

were not a threat to them.  

LD: Yeah.. 

GN: So, it would be interesting to hear what I said on there. 

LD: I wonder if they have archival footage of that? 

GN: (softly) I dunno 
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LD: I don’t know, that would be interest… and it was Ancil Payne? 

GN: Yeah… (spells Ancil Payne’s name)  

LD: okay… 

GN: He was a, he was an old liberal crusader. He had founded, he was a co-founder of 

American’s for Democratic Action. He was a friend of the Kennedy’s and the humphre… Hubert 

Humphrey family.  

LD: Oh, wow. 

GN: He’s also… I think he was a --- a manager for, uh, Bobby Kennedy’s campaign for the west 

coast… in… 68, but I can’t remember. But he was after then… he was a very close friend of Ted 

Sorenson… 

LD: mmm, hmmm 

GN: …Ted Sorenson was a speech writer for John Kennedy. And Ted Sorenson had written the 

words, “Ask not what your country can do for you; ask what you can do for your country.” 

LD: Ahhh, okay… 

GN: …but, they were very good friends. --- Ancil Payne has an award named after him now, and 

uh, and Stevie Remington has an award  named after …. For… I’d have to look’em up. I think 

they both have funds.  Hers is a fund within the ACLU. But, she was the head of the ACLU for a 

long time, and did great things… In fact, let me mention the fact that before we had any 

organized movement the ACLU was instrumental in getting rid of the old laws… which --- 

which were called the sodomy laws…  

LD: Mmm, hmmm 

GN: The laws which weren’t necessarily anti-gay, but would talk about the types of sexual 

activity that you could harass, or arrest homosexuals for…  

LD: Mmmm, hmmm 
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GN:  And… uhm, the first state to undo those laws, was uhm… reform those laws was Illinois, 

second was Connecticut, and Oregon was the third one. 

LD: Oh wow, and was that after you had moved out here? 

GN: Yes, but that was before… that was, I believe in the, uh ---- the session in, uh --- 69, or 71 --

- Probably the 71 session. 

LD: Mmm, hmmm. (softly) that they took those out… okay… 

GN: Idaho was the first state.. err the fourth state… 

LD: Really? 

GN: But… well because it was part of an overall criminal law reform. And so, conservatives 

then got up, and really demonstrated to the protes…  legislat.. legistlature… and so they over-

turned the law and went back to something else.  

LD: I’m from Idaho, I lived there for a while… I (laughs) I live here now… very much nice… 

well… 

GN: Where you from? (to Michael Bell) 

MB: Uhm, I grew up in Portland… 

LD: Yeah… I’ve been around a lot. But… So, uh.. you say Portland isn’t as homophobic now as 

it used to be? What has changed…? 

GN: Certainly. 

LD: … What have you seen in your life that’s changed? 

GN: Well, I don’t know exactly. I lived without much of a social life for a while after the mid-

1970s.  When I came back, I was amazed at the changes that occurred. But, a lot of changes that 

have occurred since then, uhm, a lot of it has been on a personal level I think… 

LD: Mmmm, hmmm. 
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GN: Like one group that has been very effective that Steve Fulmer helped found was the 

Portland Gay Men’s Chorus… 

LD: Right… 

GN: It’s completely unpolitical, but it makes a statement just by being openly gay. 

LD: Mmm, hmmm. 

GN: And it’s a lobbyist for goodwill. So, they have some incredible stories… some of the things 

that they’ve done… They go to small towns and sing and that type of stuff…  

LD: Yeah, we’ve seen some interviews they did… they had some stuff with them… So it’s 

mostly that… It’s not so much that… Well, we did pass the 36. The stupid measure 36. 

GN: Yeah… 

LD: But, on the personal level, it’s changed and gotten better? 

GN: Well, in Portland especially. So, measure 36 did fail in Multnomah County. One of the few 

counties it failed in.  

LD: Yeah, yeah… 

GN: So, but Portland now… well, it’s amazing… the last mayoral election you had an openly 

gay man running against a guy, who was not gay, but his son was gay and was active in 

supporting… was very…  openly active in supporting gay rights. So, that would not have 

happened thirty years ago.  

LD: Oh wow, I didn’t realize that about Mr. Sho Dozono. 

GN: Yeah. 

LD: Oh, wow. Do you have a comment about what happened with Mayor Adams after he got 

elected? --- The Beau Breedlove thing. 

GN: Oh, no, that’s… there are too many variables… there are too many… too many, uh… very 

complicated thing. I don’t know all the facts at this point. 
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LD: Yeah, I don’t think anyone really does at this point… know what’s going on. So… you 

come up with… (to Michael Bell) 

MB: --- Uhm, I’d just like to keep talking about the… uh, the early days… 

GN: Your name is Michael? I thought your name was Tyler… 

MB: Yeah, Tyler… (laughs) just for the purpose of that… 

(everyone laughs) 

MB: Michael’s my first name… 

GN: Alright, alright 

(everyone keeps laughing) 

MB: I go by Tyler. 

(Lisa begins speaking, but stops) 

GN: Sorry you had a question? 

MB: Uhm…  Yeah, I would just like to definitely hear more about… uhm, the first days when 

you did get to Portland, and when you were getting involved with everything then… 

GN: Well I was in Portland for two years and, uhm, I didn’t know how to come out, I didn’t 

know how to meet other gay people. It was so taboo. I didn’t know what bars to go to, or that 

type of thing. So I came out through Gay Liberation. Uh, and so, essentially… Portland at that 

time was… Oregon had had a progressive tradition , and… Portland at that time was full of 

things like anti-war activists and that type of thing… And so, it was a matter of the fact that it 

was a time… that period of time , starting in the late 60s and early 70s… were when people 

started questioning assumptions that they’d made before. And so, the whole gay thing fit into 

that…  

LD: Mmm, hmmm. 

GN: … I mean the assumption was… I mean… a year ago I had two liberals friends tell me that 
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they would be surprised if a black person could ever be elected president. I mean things do 

change… 

(laughing) 

GN: …People just make assumptions. 

LD: Mmm, hmmm. 

GN: … and people made assumptions that gay people… if they were… if they existed that they 

should remain in the closet and they were disgusting, that type of thing… So, and people made 

assumptions that black people could never get anywhere, that women couldn’t achieve equal 

rights… 

LD: Mmmm, hmmmm. 

GN: So… it was a time that people started saying that… you couldn’t make those assumptions, 

that… uh, people were going to stand up for their rights… and it became part of that. So, I was 

surprised at the number of people that came to our support. I think one thing that was helpful, is, 

uh, some aspects of the feminist movement like Gretchen was supporting. For now, I think that, 

uh, that for a long time women were, uh, taught to be subservient and not to think. And, the 

feminist movement ---- uh, not to think beyond very traditional type things… And the feminist 

movement, I think, for the first time allowed them to start thinking about roles and about 

assumptions that had been made before… and I think that had a big effect on the progress of the 

gay movement. Certainly here without Gretchen I couldn’t have gone to the legislature. So, I 

think that had a lot to do with it. Plus, the overall question, of you know…  the government’s 

right to draft people and send them to war and die… and that type of thing… and those types of 

things. So.. so, I think the gay movement came into the thing with people willing to question the 

status quo on one thing, why not question other types of things?  

LD: Yeah, well that makes sense… so, uhm… 

GN: Does that answer your question? 

MB: ( softly) A little bit… 
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(laughing) 

GN: Okay. What more did you have? 

MB: I don’t know, I just… uhm, wanted to get like, uhm… I mean you certainly talked about it a 

little bit already… uhm, just more of like, uhm… specifics --- more specifics of events you were 

involved in when you first got here… and, especially along the lines of what we’ve been talking 

about already. Were there anymore events, or anything you remembered…? 

GN: Well, uhm, mostly it was trying to educate people, talking to people, individually or in 

group -- and then, the legislation of course, and those types of things.  

LD: When you say educate people, was it strictly other gay people you were trying to reach and 

get them to come out or was it general public…? 

GN: … no.. talking to straight people. 

LD: Mmmm, hmmm. 

GN: I did try to get a lot of gay people to, you know, go with me and get on TV and radio and 

that type of thing.  

LD: Were you successful? 

GN: Yes, some of them… 

(laughing) 

LD: You seem to be a very successful lobbyist on many fronts. 

(more laughing) 

GN: Well I’m glad we did what we did, but, uh, it got much more complicated later because at 

the time we didn’t have opposition… 

LD: Yeah… 

GN:  I think it’s really important that.. .uh, that it was great we didn’t have opposition at the 
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time, because it gave us a running start that we were able to… to feed on later.  

LD: Mmm, hmmm, yeah. Uhm, kind of what Tyler’s talking about… What did you think when 

you went to that Kent… you said it was at the Kent State protest, and they had the, uh, Gay 

Liberation….? 

GN: They had a table there, and I’d always wanted to meet them, and I didn’t know how to do it, 

so I walked up and started talking to them, and, uh, they invited me to go to a meeting of some 

type… so, that was the start of it, so… 

LD: Yeah… and you… and in public it didn’t bother you to go up there, you just…? 

GN: Well it scared me, but I needed to do something and no one saw me… There weren’t that 

many people looking at me or anything… 

(Everyone laughing) 

GN: It was pretty frightening initially… 

LD:  Yeah… I can believe it… yeah, that would’ve been… And, so they took you… where did 

they invite you to go…?  

GN: Well we had some things… we did some things with, uh… we leafleted, uh, a showing of 

Boys in the Band… that movie Boys in the Band… and, uh, eventually we did this coffee house 

thing with, uh, where, uh, people got together at the Centenary-Wilbur church I talked to you 

about… 

LD: Mmmm, hmm. Okay and that’s what led to this --- church… the coffee house. 

GN: No, no… The Centenary-Wilbur Church was a liberal Methodist church that invited, uh… 

they had like a coffee house there, and they invited progressive type -- people to do things there, 

and they allowed us to do the… they had a coffee house there… they allowed us to get in there. I 

can’t remember the name of it… but, they allowed us to dedicate two nights to gay 

organization… that eventually fizzled out, but it was the start of something…  

LD: You mean two nights a week or two nights…? 
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GN: Well, there were two nights a week and, uh… then one night eventually became all men, 

and the other night became all women.  

LD: Okay, and what church was that? 

GN: Centenary-Wilbur church; it’s very famous for that type of thing. 

LD: Okay… Centenary… I’m fairly clueless, that’s one reason I took the class. I don’t know the 

history, so… 

GN: Well, this is really obscure stuff. I wouldn’t… I think you’re very well informed.. on what 

you’ve said so far… 

LD: Well that’s thanks to Pat. She’s done a good… I think she’s done a good job prepping us for 

all of that… 

GN: She’s a good journalist, well she… she dug up a thing about the Knapps, and also about the 

thing with the Oregon Psychiatric Institute. And I didn’t remember those two… 

LD: Yeah, yeah well… she’s got a timeline thing she gave us, so… so you did the coffee houses, 

and those… 

MB: What were some of the things like you would discuss at the coffee houses?  

GN: Well just being gay and how we deserved equal rights, and those types of things. No one 

had ever gotten together in any large organized group to talk about being gay and the fact that we 

deserved equal rights. 

LD: I mean no one hear…? 

GN: No one in Portland. 

LD: No one in Portland? 

MB: Were there any memorable stories that you’d heard, or conversations you’d had?  

GN: ----- Hmmm, it’s been so long, uh ---- I mean, everything was new to me, obviously cause I 

hadn’t been out before, so…  
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LD: Mmmm, hmmm. So they just kinda pulled you into that whole organization? 

GN: Well I pulled myself in.  

(everyone laughing) 

GN: Took it from there… 

LD: Well, it sounds like they were the right people in the right place. So. So, the coffee houses… 

What else did you do? 

GN: Well, mostly I think it was, oh… trying to educate people, uhm, there was also a guy with 

uh… what eventually became Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon, named Rodney Page, and he 

was very helpful, and he had us talk to the… they were some of the more liberal churches in 

town… he had us talk to various church groups. And that was very good. He may have gotten us 

eventually into that, uhm, Chanukah, I think it was called, where I met the Knapps(SP?)… 

LD: Mmm, hmmm. Did you travel out into the rest of Oregon much at all? 

GN: We went to Eastern Oregon College once. 

LD: Mmmm, hmm. And, how did that go over? 

GN: Very Well. 

LD: Really? Had a good crowd, or just did you…? 

GN: Yeah, pretty good crowd, and pretty positive. There were times we ran into negative people, 

but overall we got a good reception. I think that… that, uh, one of the important things that 

someone said… did you have any opposition in the initial hearing, if it only went an hour? There 

wasn’t any, because I  think people didn’t take us seriously. I think what happened with failing 

just one vote short of majority to get the bill passed, that people started taking it seriously. But… 

after I dropped out there were many other people that it up. So, that’s why I think it’s important 

to emphasize that many other people were involved. That you can’t give credit to even a small 

group of people. I mean, it’s pretty astounding that so many people get involved in taking so 

many risks.. 
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LD: Mmmm, hmmm, yeah. That’s true. Well, and and but there’s always a point where 

everything starts, there’s like, uh, if it’s not a flash point, there’s at least something. You know, 

the pebble starts the avalanche. And I guess that’s kinda what, you know we kinda want to go 

back to some of those earlier things and talk about… that’s what Pat I think is really trying to get 

at, is some of that… earlier history stuff, so.. 

GN: There was, uhm, there was this woman in the legislature, her name was Barbara Sanders, 

and, uh, she was… she had an autistic child. And so, she was there lobbying for her… she knew 

a lot of these people. She knew Vera, and uh --- Gretchen and Steve, and so she started 

hanging… she was in their office, so… and she said, well, I think this guy would be a good guy 

to, uh, he’s a very people person, and he’d be a good guy to give his response , you might try 

him. And she gave me all this good advice and later… I mean I’m wandering around, a neophyte 

to this whole thing, and she invites me to coffee, and thought that was very nice. And later, she 

married a legislator who was a… who was a sponsor of the bill, named Frank Roberts, and her 

name became Barbara Roberts. 

LD: Oh…  

GN: … and she went on to become a, uh, Governor. And she’s been one of our best supporters, 

uh, both nationally and locally for a while, she was in the board of directors of the National 

Organization of the Human Rights Campaign.  

LD: Mmmm, hmmm. 

GN: She told an interesting story at the, uh, she gave a speech, uh, at the, uh, when we did the 

thing in January. She talked about how when she ran for Secretary of State, well, uh, when she 

was elected Secretary of State, she brought the Gay Men’s Chorus down to sing in her swearing 

in, or whatever it is. And, someone who was her assistant said, well when I announce them, you 

don’t mind if I leave the word gay out do you? And she said, no you have to include the word 

gay. So, she had to introduce them as the Gay Men’s Chorus, and everybody thought it would be 

disastrous for her, but she won re-election,  for Secretary of State, securing every county in the 

state. So, it’s significant. 

LD: Wow. 
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GN: She, she’s an interesting person because she had a warmth and the genuiness, and she was 

the type of the, uh, existing liberal, who was very receptive to the message we had, that she’d 

probably never heard before. Ahhh, but, she saw this as being part of, uh, of a movement for 

equality and equal rights, and that type of thing.  So, she’s the type of person that, uh, that was a 

pre-requisite for this type of thing. She was the ear that was willing to listen and take up our 

cause, and she’s done astounding things since then, so it’s very impressive. 

LD: So Vera, and Gretchen, and Stephen Kafoury, would all fall under that kind of same… 

GN: Well, certainly. Yeah, yeah. 

LD: That there were people willing to listen, so… uhm, I think I’m pretty much, that’s my list… 

(all laughing) 

MB: Yeah… I was just trying to, uhm, my big thing was just trying to get at any like, uh, 

memorable events you’ve hit on, just trying to dig out anything that’s really stuck with you… 

GN: Well I remember running into a kid in a bar, that said, I saw you on TV last night, and my 

da.. I was always afraid to tell my Dad that I was gay, and, he was lookin.. watching your TV 

and was saying how much he agreed with it, and that type of thing.  So, he was very impressed 

with, uh, the way his dad took to his type of thing, so… 

LD: Was he able to tell his dad then? 

GN: I don’t know, I don’t know, but that was a nice thing to hear. 

LD: Yeah, yeah, It would be. And that was the KGW appearances? 

GN: I don’t know, cause I think I was on all the TV stations at some point. 

LD: Was all of this related to the lobbying for the bill, or was it just….? 

GN: No, it was just an open education, because people wanted to talk about the gay issue, 

because nobody ever talked about it in a positive way before.  

LD: Mmm hmm, and was this before or after --- you were doing the bill? 
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GN: I don’t know, much of it was before, some of it might’ve been after that. 

LD: Mmmm, hmmm 

GN: I don’t remember specifically. 

LD: Well, that’s really neat. Anything else you can think of that goes along those lines? It’s that 

personal history, I guess. 

MB: Yeah. 

GN: Well, I think that beginning of it was making people… gay people think more positively 

about themselves. And, at that time it --- currently there are women who only want to be called 

lesbians, and some women that want to be called gay women. I think Pat uses the word gay, so I 

just… use the word gay in general, because it depends. In general, both gay men and lesbians, or 

gay people, whatever term you want to use, started thinking of themselves much more positively, 

in the sense that there was less self-hate, less guilt, and they were willing to talk about… think 

themselves as people who deserved equal rights. That wasn’t always true at some point. 

LD: Yeah, and you kind of need that before you can do anything.  

GN: Yes, that was very important, yeah. …Burns was from Portland, and Fadeley was from 

Eugene.  They were the two primary sponsors in the Senate.  The other sponsors in the House 

were Dereli, who was a Democrat from Salem;  Fadeley, a Democrat from Eugene;  Groener, 

who was a Democrat from, um, I think, Oregon City; Kinsey, a Republican from Portland; 

McCoy, Gladys McCoy’s husband, a Democrat from, uh, Portland.  Roberts—that’s Frank 

Roberts who later married Barbara; Skelton who was the previous husband, I think, of Barbara 

Roberts, I believe.  Uh… Whiting, who was from Tigard, Democrat; Willis, who I think was a 

Democrat from Portland.  And the Senators were Burbidge, I think was a, a Democrat from 

Salem; Hallock, a Democrat from … Portland.  Roberts, that’s Frank Roberts, a Democrat from 

Portland, and Stevenson, I’m not sure; he was probably Portland.  The Roberts in the House was 

not Frank Roberts; that was Wendy Roberts—Mary Roberts, who later became—she was a good 

friend of mine, even before the political stuff—and she later became, uh… Labor Commissioner.   

LD:  Yeah, I remember her.   
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GN:  So, it’s—the description is “add sexual orientation to the civil rights bill.  Forbids 

discrimination in housing or employment based on . . . —because of homosexuality.   Well, I 

wouldn’t—I wouldn’t describe it that way, I’d use the first one, but … Assigned February 26, 

1973, to the House, State and Federal Affairs Committee, chaired by Representative AuCoin.  

Passed with a ‘do pass’ recommendation.  The people that voted ‘yes’ were:  AuCoin… So he, 

he was there, and I apparently wasn’t at the committee meeting.  Uh, Blumenauer, yeah;  

absent—Fadeley was absent; no, Grannell … absent, absent, absent … so it passed.  And Kinsey 

was okay.  So … passed with a ‘do pass’ recommendation on May … 24th … and then that’s 

when it, um …  Well, if I send it to you, you’ll be able to see it better.  But, so that goes to the 

Floor, and if you see the ‘yeses’ here, these are the people who sent it back to committee.   

LD:  Oh, so that’s— 

GN:  So, so, I’ll have another one which will say the people that voted for the bill.  If I can, if I 

can sort all these documents out.  And that would be interesting, seeing what the breakdown was.  

But we had quite a few, uh, off the top of my head, Republican votes we had on that, were Lloyd 

Kinsey from Portland …  … … Democrats had a majority at the time.  … Lloyd Kinsey from 

Portland … … Roger Martin, he voted to send it back but later he voted for it when it came to 

the floor.  He was from, uh, a Republican from Lake Oswego.  Now, subsequent sessions they 

might have voted differently, but at the time I’m telling you… 

LD:  Yeah, yeah.  Yeah, that’s what it—you have on record there. 

GN:  Norma Paulus, from Salem.  …  …   

LD:  So it really did fall more along an urban-rural divide. 

GN:  Mary Rieke from Portland.  …  And, um… these aren’t alphabetical.  Oh, Robert Elliott 

was from—a Republican, Portland.  I think we had at least … five Republican votes, three in 

Portland and one in Salem, one from Lake Oswego, I believe.  So…  But I’ll, I’ll go through my 

stuff—and I’ll send you, what I’ll do …  is I’ll send you my link, um, on some of these other 

things.  Now, Mary Rieke, that was interesting.  Um, she was a Republican from Portland, and I 

couldn’t get a commitment from her for a while.  So, one day, I had to go speak at some 

school—and I can’t remember what it was, it was a tiny audience—but the person that was my 
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co-speaker was a woman who was a founder of Outside In.  She was openly gay.  Um… very 

articulate, uh, very, very-very well-known in Portland.   

     And, so, we spoke and then there was some other people that spoke that were gay, but said 

some things that weren’t … I don’t know, they said something along the lines of they didn’t want 

to be labeled as being ‘gay’—something like that.  So, um, there was some kid in the quest—in 

the audience asking a lot of questions and we answered as best possible.  So, we were 

disappointed in the, uh, the outcome of the whole thing.  But later Mary Rieke said, ‘Well, 

whoever attended that, spoke at that session, uh, my hus—my son was very impressed by it.’  I 

heard later that her son had a bit influence on how she voted in general.  So, that may have 

helped in, in getting her to vote our way. 

LD:  So, it was her son, possibly, asking the questions, you think? 

GN:  Well, she said that her son had been impressed by the presentation. 

LD:  Oh, okay. 

GN:  And, so, she then voted with us.  And, um, I-I-I had heard from other sources that her son 

uh, was a, uh, was someone that, that, uh, talked to her a lot about politics and had had an 

influence on her.  So. 

LD:  Oh, wow.  Okay.  Yeah, if you’ll send me links for all that stuff, we can print them out. 

GN:  Yeah, let me …  

LD:  … up statement… 

GN:  Well, I think it’s important to say that we don’t ha—haven’t always made the progress we 

want to make.  But at the same time, you have this incredible taboo that existed, which really 

degraded people … uh, and that’s changed considerably.  That, that, uh, you had all this 

prejudice, and, and not—you couldn’t say anything positive about gay people.  And now you 

have, you have a considerable change in attitude.  It may not be as much as we want, but it—I 

think it’s, it’s, it’s impressive that people are willing to change their attitudes.  To some extent 

it’s a generational thing.  Um, as people become more educated, but I think it’s important to say 
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that, ah, that society can change.  That, that, that they can have these horrible prejudices and 

through hard work and education we can, we can change that.  But, it’s not automatic.  Some 

people think that things just happen.  Justice doesn’t automatically happen.  It happens because 

people work hard over a period of time.   

LD:  Yeah, definitely.  I think that goes along with the whole…    

 

End of interview. 
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