
 1 

Interview with Ellen Goldberg 

February 24th, 2011, 6 pm 

 

Interviewed by Annica Eagle and Spencer Trueax 

For the Portland State University LGBT History Capstone 

Winter Term 2011 

Instructor: Pat Young 

 

EG=Ellen Goldberg 

AE=Annica Eagle 

ST=Spencer Trueax 

 

Ellen Goldberg is a lesbian activist who was one of the founders of the Mountain Moving 

Café, which was a place where men and women gathered to form a community.  It wasn’t 

necessarily a gay or straight place.  Rather, it was a place for people to meet and do 

political work.   

 

AE: Where and when were you born? 

 

EG: I was born June 4th, 1949 in Philadelphia, PA. 

 

AE: Not to backtrack, but what inspired you to create/start the Mountain Moving Café? 

 

EG: Well, I was part of a group of people who were, we were anti-war activists (this was 

the Vietnam War).  We also were involved in the women’s movement.  We were men 

and women, and gay and straight, so it was a group of people who wanted… we had a 

political vision to make a center for all of the different groups, movement groups and 

alternative groups, and people who were anti-war people who were doing political work, 

and who were doing cultural work.  We wanted a center because what we understood was 

the role of centers like that.  And that’s what I was talking about in Chile; they were 

called la peña.  We went to a place in Berkeley, called La Peña, based on these places in 
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Chile, and people came and gathered.  They, the music and art and the food and the 

camaraderie were all for the purpose of building the movement.  So it was a way to have 

a place, a center, where people who were doing political work would all get together. 

 

AE: Where was the Mountain Moving Café? 

 

EG: It was at 39th and SE Stark, right cattycorner from the Laurelhurst Park.  We 

remodeled an old, big paint store.  So it was not a restaurant.  And none of us knew how 

to build things or make things; we just did it all from scratch, and with very little money.  

We just had lots of help.  We were scrappy.  Many people said, ‘hey, you cannot start a 

restaurant with as little money…’ as we did.  In fact, one person was in the collective at 

the beginning, and dropped out saying this was crazy.  This would never happen.  But it 

did.  We had a friend who was a carpenter, who gave us sort of crash classes and taught 

us how, and we built all the counters and tables.  Did all the work.  Made the curtains and 

the stage.   

 

     It was a big place.  We had a stage, cause it was really centered around performance, 

though it’s hard to even put in words cause there just aren’t places like this.  Every night 

of the week we would have a different event.  So, we had a calendar with thirty events in 

a month, and they were everything from old people’s music night, where we would drive 

around and pick up people in the community who played music, or we’d have a cellist 

from the symphony, or we’d have a band or a poetry reading.  Every Wednesday night 

we’d have women’s night, so we had a women’s only night which was quite radical.  

There had never been a place where men were not allowed in a public place.  That was 

quite radical.  Anyway.  So we just had a lot of events, community events.  Theater, 

puppet shows, on and on.  Things for kids.  Plus, we had political discussions, and so 

forth. 

 

AE: What were some of your fondest memories of the café? 
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EG: Oh my goodness.  You know, it was quite an amazing thing to work collectively.  

There were no bosses, and we all did everything.  I think just the day to day, working at 

the café was quite extraordinary because people were really attracted to being there, so 

there were always people coming back in the kitchen to help, and there was always so 

much going on there, cause it was the center of everything, so you didn’t need to leave.  

There was incredible music, and great food; there was always something happening.  So 

to work there was quite extraordinary.  We made about ten cents an hour.   

 

     We had one CETA job.  I don’t know if you know what CETA is.  There was a federal 

program, I think this was under Nixon, and it was… CETA stood for Comprehensive 

Employment Training Act.  So we got one CETA job that we split between everybody in 

the collective.  So we had that money, so we had federal money, and then whatever we 

made from the restaurant.  We said we weren’t non-profit, we were anti-profit.  So we 

didn’t make much money.  But we didn’t need much.  We shared one car.  We had a free 

box; everybody in the city practically got clothes from the free box.  It was very…great 

stuff in there.  We had the first restaurant that had a children’s corner, so we had a great 

place for kid’s to play.  We had wonderful, wonderful bands.  Bands got all of the money. 

We didn’t take a cut, so they loved playing there.  A lot of great bands started there.  And 

in the seventies, there was a whole movement of women’s music.  So we had a couple of 

bands in Portland (Izquierda, Baba Yaga) that eventually toured nationally but started at 

the café (Felicidades and New Pepo).  So we had bands that basically got their start there.  

Just wonderful musicians.  So those were great.  We had great parties.   

 

     And like I said, just daily, I can remember cooking in the kitchen while one of the 

collective members would be reading to us (we were in a radical feminist study group), 

so somebody would be reading our book that we were reading that month, while we were 

chopping vegetables.  I remember one night that Neil Goldschmidt, the mayor at the time, 

came to the café because, you know, we were famous for our cheesecake, and he came, 

and it was Wednesday night, it was women’s night, so we turned him out.  We refused.  

He was gracious about it.  He left.  So a lot of great things happened there.   
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     And people met each other there.  I know you were asking this for the Gay and 

Lesbian Archives. I think a lot of, both women and men, met there because we were very 

open.  Like I said, some of the collective members were lesbians, some gay men and 

some straight men.  So, I don’t think we had any straight women.  Oh, maybe.  No.  

Never in the collective, but certainly people who came to help.  We had all kinds of 

people.  So it wasn’t just a gay place, which was one of the things that was really neat 

about it, cause it was more, I would say, a radical coffee house than a gay coffee house.  

We were making a revolution. 

 

AE: What were the dates that you opened? 

 

EG: Well, we started…like I said, we were inspired by la peña, I think that was in about 

1972 was when we had the idea.  So we started meeting…[yawn; word unintelligible].  

We made the collective.  We were all friends from the…we worked in alternative 

schools, and one of the things we wanted to do, was we wanted to do something with the 

young people in our schools that was real rather than just school, we wanted them to 

learn.  So part of the inspiration for the café was also bringing them in.  They worked 

there, painted the mural.  Anyway.  So, we were all teachers, is what I’m getting at, we 

were teachers.  So, we were still working as we started up the café.  So it took a couple of 

years.  Cause like I said, we had to learn to build things, find knives, go to second-hand 

stores to get plates, you know, whatever we did.  So it took a couple years.  So I think we 

started…opened it in 74.  It lasted, I think, till about 79, but the different collective 

members changed over the years. 

 

ST: I think you touched on this a little bit already, but you mentioned there were multiple 

gay coffee houses in the Portland area.  What would…No?   

 

EG: No. 

ST: Okay.  You mentioned there had been, there was other gay coffee houses, but this 

was the radical coffee house or something like that.  Did I miss that? 

 



 5 

[Confusion, lots of layered voices] 

 

EG: You asked me, as if it were, a gay and lesbian coffee house, and I was saying it 

wasn’t.  I was clarifying for you that there was no such thing as just a gay and lesbian 

coffee house.  This was not…it was open to everybody, and gay and lesbian people were 

comfortable there, and so were straight people.  We had families, and we had kids in the 

kid’s corner. 

 

ST: So this was the first actual public community location that you had in Portland for 

gay and lesbian people to actually show up publically and not have to worry about it, you 

say? 

 

EG: Well, that’s an interesting question because at the time, women met women at the 

bars.  That’s…and there were gay bars: there were lesbian bars and there were gay bars.  

So men met men at the bars, and women met women at the bars.  So, there were places, 

but they were bars. 

 

ST: Okay.  So the first place that was kind of, less an evening recreation place and more 

of an actual day business? 

EG: Well, I wouldn’t say…you know, cause let me see if there was other gay and lesbian 

hang out places.  I don’t think so, yeah.  But, like I said, the café wasn’t either, we were 

just open to…cause we were, half of the collective were four women who were all 

lesbians, and then we had Andy and Peter, and then a couple other men who were gay 

men joined.  We were a strong presence, so there were a lot of…and the men would have 

said that they were…part of their politics, which might seem unbelievable now, but in 

those days, to be a radical man, meant to stand up for women’s rights.  So, the reason that 

they were involved in this café was partly to make a place that was for the women’s 

movement.  They were men who were in the women’s movement.  If you can get that.  

So they were supportive of the women’s movement.   
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     So, it was a place where people on the left were coming, and, like I said, there were 

many waves of political movements that were all coming together at that time.  So there 

was the women’s movement, there was the anti-war movement.  There were all of these 

alternative institutions starting.  And there were the gay liberation movements.  So, all of 

those people were attracted to the café.  And that’s why we wanted the café, cause there 

was so much going on.  We wanted a place where all those people would work and play 

and sing and dance and meet each other and network.  We’d have bulletin boards and 

announcements and tell each other about all the meetings and events, and we’d have 

meetings and panels and music, and it was all sort of blended in together. 

 

AE: So the Gay and Lesbian Community, would they organize meetings to meet at your 

café? 

 

EG: Not exactly.  I would say it was more social…[Pause].  The reason I’m hesitating is 

almost, I’m not, maybe I’m not understanding what you’re asking.  So what are you 

thinking? 

 

AE: Well, just since it was a very open space, if they decided to get together there to plan 

some community event, or to become more of a solidified community, versus scattered 

and not really meeting each other besides at the bars. 

 

EG: It wasn’t that.  It was much more organic than that.  It wasn’t a… ‘We’re making a 

gay/lesbian movement’.  I mean, this was the, this is how it happened.  People met, and 

socialized, and had projects.  You know, there were many projects going on in Portland at 

the time.  One of the things we did was let people know about each other’s projects.  

There was the Women’s Center, there was a women’s liberation school, there was the 

Women’s Clinic (women’s health clinic), there were women mechanics.  KBOO and the 

scribes, so alternative media was starting then.  All of the progressive…there were 

political organizations from all different spectrums of the left.  Like I said, of the anti-war 

movement.  So there were lots of groups.   
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     And the reason I hesitated with your question is, in Portland, there weren’t really ‘gay, 

lesbian groups,’ it wasn’t like that.  It was much more…there was the women’s 

movement, and a lot of women came out in the process of these various projects that we 

had, the women’s clinic or the women’s bookstore.  So I think it was more like that.  

Does that make sense?...It was so different.  It was such a different time than now.  So 

that’s what I meant, about what your frame of reference is cause it’s kind of hard to 

fathom the way it happened because alternative institutions were so much easier to make 

happen.  In the seventies, it was like, it was just People’s Food store started then, Food 

Front, all the food stores started, all the alternative food co-ops.  We were just sort of a 

movement that way, of people doing things in a new way. 

 

ST: So then, if the Mountain Moving Café was a more public place, that wasn’t 

necessarily a front for any kind of movement or anything like that for the gay and lesbian 

community, it was known as a place where a lot of gay and lesbian types tended to show 

up in the day and not just as a nighttime thing, right? 

 

EG: Well, it was nighttime.  We were a dinner place.  I don’t think we were lunch.  I 

think we once tried lunch.  But we mostly cooked all day and then opened at five.  So it 

was night, dinner.  Yeah. 

 

ST: So like a non-tavern kind of place. 

 

EG: Right, exactly.  And certainly, as people would come through, there were places, 

like I said, like political coffee houses or women centers, that were all over the country, 

and so musicians, who were in the women’s music circuit would tour, and national bands.  

So we were one of the places where, when people would travel across the country, then 

they would come and play at the café.  So, we always had events that drew people.  So 

that’s part of the reason, to answer your question, that people came. 

 

ST: Would you say that the Mountain Moving Café ran into any particular challenges for 

being a little more openly associated with the gay and lesbian community, and not being 
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a liquor-producing establishment, like being something a little new, maybe pushing into 

new territory.  Would you say that that gave you problems? 

 

EG: You know, we were right in the neighborhood and we were very noisy cause we had 

a huge dance floor and would pack in 2, 3, 400 people dancing.  So we did get complaints 

from the neighbors about noise.  But I don’t know that it had to do with being gay, I just 

think we were young people who were out in the parking lot, smoking pot, and making a 

lot of noise.  You know, how you would feel if that were happening now.  Next door to 

you. 

 

AE: How did all the people in the collective, since they were living off just the CETA for 

one person, how did you support yourselves during that time? 

 

EG: Well, you know, we lived collectively, and in those days, Portland rents were very 

cheap.  We all lived with a lot of other people, and like I said, we shared our car.  We got 

our food at the café and we got our entertainment at the café.  Bought clothes at thrift 

stores.  We lived really cheaply.  I mean, we made some money at the café; we sold the 

food.  So it’s not like we gave it away.  We tried to have it break even.  Which I think we 

did.  I mean we were solvent the whole time; we just didn’t really make much in salaries. 

 

AE: So, you had mentioned that most of you were teachers at alternative schools? 

 

EG: Yeah, we were.  Yeah, I think all of us were. 

 

AE: But then you stopped that to create the café? 

 

EG: We were doing it at the same time, but then we stopped it to work at the café.  So we 

were sort of making the café happen while we were teaching.  And then, when we opened 

it, we went to work. 
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ST: Did you feel like you were contributing more to the community as part of the café 

than you were as teachers? 

 

EG: Well, I think that was what our vision was.  Was to do more; do more for the kids 

and to do more for the whole community.  And I think we did.  I think… a lot happened 

there.  Helped people to be comfortable, coming out, or also just comfortable.  For 

straight people being around gay people, I think that was a change.  But I think also, 

which is kind of where we started, all movements really need, they need centers, need 

places where things coalesce. And you can go see your people and organize.  I mean, it’s 

the square in Egypt.  That’s how things happen, is that people organize by having a place 

to go.  And that’s why we…that’s what we were doing.  We were political organizers. 

 

ST: If you had to choose, what would you say would be one or two of the moments that 

you were most proud of as a member of Mountain Moving Café, where you feel like you 

really made a difference? 

 

EG: I remember the, our one-year anniversary of the café.  We had a party and many, 

many, many people were there.  All the different people who’d been hanging out for the 

first year of the café.  The community surprised us with the gift of a dishwasher.  Which 

was quite amazing.  Imagine a restaurant now where the patrons give a gift to the 

restaurant of an appliance like that.  A restaurant-grade dishwasher.  We’d been washing 

all the dishes by hand, cause, like I said, we basically started with no money.  We had a 

stove, we had refrigeration.  We had a cooler.  We had some stuff, but we didn’t have a 

dishwasher.  So, there was just this great feeling of the community and the collective 

really being one.  We had brought this community together, and they were showing their 

gratitude.  So that was very cool… 

 

     Like I said, it’s really hard to say because we had literally thirty events in a month.  

Hopefully when you get some of the stuff Debbie has, sample calendars, you’ll get an 

idea of the different variety of things.  I think that’s something that we all took pride in, 

which was just how much we did.  You have to be in your early twenties to have that 
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kind of energy to do that much.  But, it was amazing, cause we cooked and we cleaned, 

we shopped, we made the menus.  So we ran this great big restaurant, and at the same 

time we had all this entertainment and these events.  Just sort of the whole of it was 

something we felt proud of.  And I was sort of proud of how we were, too.  We were very 

loving. We had a rule if you dropped something, that somebody else would clean it up.  

You felt bad enough that you made a mess, that you didn’t have to be punished by having 

to clean it up.  We just had…it was a very wonderful place.   

 

     I can just remember nights, late at night, blaring the music, and all of us, after a big 

event, cleaning, mopping.  We just always had a good time, which was really cool.  To do 

work with your good friends, that is meaningful work, is a very rare thing to get to do in a 

lifetime.  Most people go off to work with whomever, and they hope they’ll like them.  

So to decide that you’re going to do something that means something and then make it 

happen and do it and do it with people you like to be with and have a great time doing 

it…Is rare in a lifetime.  So, we got to do that.  So that was fun.  We’ve had some good 

reunions; sorry you didn’t get to go recently.  We just had a good party and some of the 

people who had entertained there were at the party.  If it happens again, maybe you can 

get invited. 

 

AE: What caused the closure of the café? 

 

EG: You know, I wasn't in the collective at the time, but they had, they were asked to, 

they lost their lease, and the paint store and the restaurant, and who knows why-- if they 

were, if they had some trouble from the neighborhood or pressure, I don't know. But they, 

and they tried for a while to move it, find a place.  They looked long and hard, but to find 

a place that was cheap enough and large enough to do what the cafe did and was... it was 

a hard thing to move. So it just kind of fell apart. 

 

AE: Do you remain friends with the people you started the cafe with? 
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EG: Yeah. A couple of the cafe people live in the bay area-- Julie, Debbie, and Kiera and 

I were partners for many years, and several years after being at the café.  We're no longer 

together but we're still friends. And I don't see (but I did at the reunion) Andy, and Peter I 

see, so he's still.  They're both still in Portland and they're... Andy's a school 

administrator, they're both in education and he…Peter's a professor-- graduate school 

education. So they're both into education. And Debbie's a teacher still too.  I'm a child 

and family therapist. After being a teacher, I went back to school and got my master's in 

social work, so I'm also a social worker.  So I work in the field of child abuse.  And Julie 

was, for years, a bus driver at a uni in San Francisco, and she's worked on various 

political projects-- does a lot of work with the political prisoners in this country (women 

prisoners). I mean, we've all stayed, in different ways, involved in different things, but... 

yeah. 

 

ST: We're at about forty minutes, so if you'd like, we could take a break here, you could 

get something to drink, take a couple minutes to relax, and we could talk a little about 

what remaining questions we have. We're aiming for about an hour, but we could give 

you a little break if you like. 

 

EG: No, I'm fine. 

 

ST: You wanna keep going?  

 

EG: Yeah. (ST: Okay.) I mean, if you have other questions... 

 

AE: Well, just, could you some of their last names? 

 

EG: Oh, other people involved? Sure. Kiera O'Hara... (ST: How do you spell Kiera?) K-

I-E-R-A. And Julie Starobin, S-T-A-R-O-B-I-N, and Debbie Ruskay, that's R-U-S-K-A-

Y, and…Andy Clark and Peter Thacker. We were the original café collective, and then, 

as I said, many other people came in and the collective's changed as the years went by, 

so... Oh, gosh, I don't even know all the different people... There was a man, John-O, and 
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I don't remember his last name, David Greenburg, and they're both gay men, and then 

Robin Lane, and Elaine Wall... So there were just a lot... It was hard work! And like I 

said, low pay. Carol Orange... There were just a lot of different people who worked at the 

cafe over the years. 

 

ST: Yeah. With all those people, I've heard that a lot of the time, a lot of the people in the 

feminist movement can get kind of divisive a lot of the time in Portland. Was there any 

internal conflict in the Mountain Moving Cafe? 

 

EG: Oh, yeah.  We had conflicts between the people who wanted to charge more money 

so we would be more viable and the people who wanted to keep our prices low so that the 

poorest people could eat there, and I mean, there were…we made decisions by consensus. 

I mean, so we had to come to agreement about everything. It's not like we outvoted each 

other. So, it's hard work! Consensus-building.  So, sure we had disagreements. 

 

ST: But it never-- there wasn't any kind of animosity or anything like that? 

 

EG: Well, there might have been, but like I said, people didn't always stay, so, you know, 

people moved on... 

 

AE: When did you leave the café collective? 

 

EG: I left after a couple of years.  I got into a carpentry apprenticeship.  So, I was trying 

to learn a trade. I wasn't very good at it, but I did work for a couple years as a carpenter, a 

union carpenter. So, anyway.  I just was inspired by learning what we learned building in 

the cafe, so, and that is one of the things that we did was talk about alternative jobs for 

women and women in labor, so that was one of the things that was happening at that time 

in the women's movement, was a push to have women be accepted into the trades. It 

wasn't easy; it was very hard to be a woman carpenter. And they were not nice. But it was 

something.  It was a push that women were doing at the time, to try to get accepted into 

the trades. 
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ST: So when you decided to make that move, would you say that it was just so that you 

could find a way to make a better living for yourself, (EG: Yeah… yeah.) or was it to try 

and be part of that movement? Or something else? 

 

EG: Well, it was some of both. Well, it was some of both. For a change, and to make 

better money, and to… I don’t really remember… 

 

ST: How did you feel about leaving the café? 

 

EG: Oh, I was done, I think. Like I said, I… it’s really… it’s hard work. I mean, we 

worked sixteen-hour days, basically. I mean, we worked from morning till cleanup. I 

mean, we just… that’s what we did. And we did it every day. 

 

AE: How was the Portland community? What was it like back when you started? 

 

EG: Well, I just moved to Portland in 1970, 71. So I don’t really know before I was here. 

When I moved here, I moved into a collective household with all of these radicals and I 

had come from Columbia University and knew a man, a couple of people from Columbia, 

and they were living in this house and so I crashed with them and then started living 

there. So there were just a lot of these households… it’s very different from the way 

people live now. Maybe young people live that way again, but there were just a lot of 

really big, old, cheap houses, and we lived in this house that was huge—I think we had 

ten bedrooms, and it was $120 a month. So one person worked… one person worked, had 

a job, and he supported the household, and then the rest of us did political work. We did 

anti-war organizing, and that’s what… that’s how we lived. I mean, different people lived 

different ways, but sort of creative, I’d say. So I do think it was a time that it was quite 

open, creative, how people lived. It’s different. I mean, we hitchhiked. I know it’s hard to 

believe, but people got around then by hitchhiking. So, there was a lot more trust. 

 

AE: Do you miss that time, compared to now? 
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EG: Well, no, I love my life now. I don’t have… I just think that there were things that 

were very dear when I think about it. But I wouldn’t say I miss it. I can’t quite imagine 

being who I was then, cause I was a child. I mean, compared to what I am now. That was 

forty years ago. But I was from, really, my background was that I was in an incredible 

political movement at Columbia, so I happened to be at Columbia when there was a 

student uprising that was quite historic, and I was part of that and so, it was just sort of 

an… it just continued sort of when I came to Portland. That’s part of what happened for 

me. Different people came in different ways, but I think the women’s movement brought 

a lot of women together to come out and so when I moved to my first household, that’s 

when I learned about the women’s movement, and a lot of women were coming out at 

that time… because of the women’s movement. That’s kind of how it worked. 

 

ST: Makes sense. 

 

EG: Yeah. 

 

AE: Do you think there are cafés or centers today that have the same power and function 

that the Mountain Moving Café had? 

 

EG: Wow, you know, I was at somewhere recently that felt a little like the café, and… 

what was it called? Urban… Grinds or something like that. And they had this monthly 

thing where they were doing political organizing, and they had different events there. So 

I’m sure there are… it’s probably more diffuse cause there’s just so much more of 

everything happening now. So, I don’t know. No place that I go to, but that’s just not my 

life right now. I’m a grandmother. A different kind of life. 

 

ST: All right. Outside of the Mountain Moving Café, are there any significant parts of 

gay and lesbian history that you’d say you’ve been part of, that the GLAPN might like to 

know about? 
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EG: Wow. There’s a lot. I was in the… like I said, the women’s health clinic, a lot of us 

were lesbians, and that started in the early seventies. There are a lot of other people you 

can talk to about that, but, cause I didn’t start it, whereas I did start the café, so there are 

other people, maybe Kristan would give you names, or… I’m sure people have talked to 

other people about the women’s health clinic. That started in the early seventies, and then 

I also was part of the women’s liberation school, which was… and I didn’t start that, but 

that was a great institution.  

 

     And again, a feminist institution, I wouldn’t call it a lesbian institution. These were 

women’s institutions where… that a lot of lesbians… or a lot of women came, and then 

came out as lesbians when they were involved there, rather than identifying as lesbians, 

and that’s why they got involved. And so, at the women’s liberation school, I was part of 

a writing group, and so I’d say was, and have been, involved with women writers 

throughout the years and organized a lot of readings and done poetry for lesbian poetry 

and women’s poetry. And my… I was involved with, because of the café, the… my 

partner was involved with women’s music, so that was a big part of what I did, as a 

groupie, you know, and producing, bringing those shows into the café so the… and 

Kristan, again is someone who will… she had a lot to do with women’s music.  

 

     And my partner, Izetta… anyway… so that’s a whole other aspect of things that 

happened in Portland, it was all women’s music scene. And then, you know, there were 

the various campaigns against the OCA ballot measures that we did some work for. You 

know, measure 9 and measure 13 and… We did a Walk for Love and Justice that was 

during the battle against measure 9 and we… so we did a fifty-mile walk from Eugene to 

Portland to publicize the fight against the ballot measure. Just a few things like that… Is 

that kind of the kind of stuff you are asking about? 

 

ST: Sounds right up our alley. We are wondering… it’s… basically, part of what we’re 

doing here is also gauging roughly how much, besides what we’ve already talked about, 

you might want to talk about further so that possibly, (EG: Oh, I see.) next semester, 

maybe we could put you on the list again and talk about interviewing you again if you 
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have enough material that you thought you might be interested in another interview 

session.  

 

EG: Oh, I see. No, I think I pretty much… for the Gay and Lesbian Archives, that that’s 

my… (ST: Probably pretty much covers it?) Yeah… yeah, I think so. 

 

ST: All right. One thing is, our teacher did actually mention that for ballot measure 9 

especially, it can be hard to actually get a lot of people to talk about it just because it was 

a very tense situation a lot of the time, (EG: Oh, really?) so it has actually been a little 

tricky getting a lot of people to talk about it, surprisingly enough. (EG: Huh. Interesting.) 

Yeah. We’ve got a few minutes left, if you wanted to comment at all about what that 

experience was like for you, some highlights for what that did for the movement, for 

what happened…? 

 

EG: Yeah… I… what… like I said, I wasn’t a leader in the movement or anything, I was 

just a participant, as so many of us were, you know.  We did a house party and that was 

interesting, just to have all kinds of our neighbors be there… It really was very moving to 

me that all kinds of straight people were upset enough to have an anti-gay initiative on 

the ballot that they offered their support, so a lot of people had house parties, and we… in 

that March had some… few incidents that were pretty disturbing, of egg throwing or 

whatever but mostly, I think people were supportive.   

 

     There were all these very sweet churches along the way where we slept, and there 

were, I don’t know, fifty or a hundred of us, and we had to find somewhere to sleep every 

night as we walked through these places and get food and… In different communities and 

in small towns, people were supportive, so… I think it was a time that I experienced it 

really as seeing really who our allies were, and also, in some ways, I think, Lon Mabon 

and the OCA really helped the gay community to get united and… by being so hateful, 

they brought out… people started wearing buttons, like “I’m Straight but Not Narrow.”  

In other words, heterosexual people, I think, felt moved to take a stand because it was 

anathema to them to have such a… to be known… we were like… Oregon was like the 
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first anti-gay initiative on the ballot, so it was like… people were ashamed of being seen 

that way. So, I remember it positively in that way. All of us did phone banking, and some 

of it was kind of drudgery, but we defeated it and defeated it again and… anyway… So I 

think of it as a really positive time.  It’s always… like the café, it’s always fun to work 

with your friends on something meaningful, it’s always good. So, it brought us together. 

 

AE: Well, I… do you have any more questions? 

 

ST: I think that about does it. 

 

AE: Well, I just had one more… poetic one. 

 

EG: Oh, sure. 

 

AE: So… do you think you moved mountains? 

 

EG: Um… yeah… Well, I was gonna say we should find the poem… you know, it’s a 

famous poem that we took the name from… If you don’t mind, I’ll just look it up. Do you 

mind? (AE: No, I don’t mind.) And then I’ll try to answer your question. I think that café 

was symbolic in the same way that the poem was symbolic. So I think that as we look 

back on it now, it feels like it was… quite revolutionary. Looking back on it. [Searching, 

some consideration aloud of near results.]  “The day the mountains move has come. / I 

speak, but no one believes me. / For a time, the mountains have been asleep. / But long 

ago, they all danced with fire. / It doesn’t matter if you don’t believe this, / my friends, as 

long as you believe: / All the sleeping women / are now awake and moving.” It’s a 

Japanese poem written in 1911, and it was… somebody found it, and like I said, they 

made it into a song. 

 

AE: Who’s the author? 

 

EG: Yosano Akiko. 
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AE: How do you spell that? 

 

EG: I’m gonna give it to you. 

 

AE: Okay. 

 

EG: “All the sleeping women are now awake and moving.”  So that is where the… 

(Some discussion about printing.) So yeah… so I don’t know the answer, I mean… I 

think that there was a lot of waking up that was happening. That was kind of the point of 

it, and… yeah, for sure. Lot of waking up happening. But I wouldn’t say it was the café 

that did it, I would say that were just, like I said, a place to gather for all the people that 

were involved in all the movements. So that’s why it seems special, because we needed a 

place to gather and so we needed a place to gather.  

 

[Papers exchanged. Interviewers’ research and GLAPN discussed. Spelling of names and 

places clarified.] 

 

ST: Thank you for having this interview with us. (EG: Sure.) This is Spencer Trueax and 

Annica Eagle, finishing up our interview.  

 

Key Words: Mountain Moving Café, la peña, women’s movement, radical coffeehouse, 

CETA, Measure 9, radical feminist study group, Kiera O'Hara, Julie Starobin, Debbie 

Ruskay, Andy Clark and Peter Thacker. 

 


