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April Lewis has spent the majority of her life in Portland, Oregon, and has paid close 

attention to the evolution of the city’s gay and lesbian communities. In this interview she 

shares some fascinating information about her family, her background in diversity 

training, her involvement with Portland’s lesbian softball league, and her experience of 

living through the AIDS crisis of the 1980s. Now over twenty-five years sober, April 

speaks candidly about her identity as a recovering person, twelve-step programs, 

addiction and abuse within the gay and lesbian communities, and the importance of 

addiction recovery communities.  

 

HH:   So I think we’re gonna start with everybody stating their name. 

AL:   Okay, great. 
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TB:   I’m Tyler Brewington. 

AL:   April Lewis. 

HH:   And Heaven Hartford, and it is May 1st, 2012. 

TB:   May Day! 

HH:   May Day! 

AL:   May Day! (laughing) 

HH:   And Tyler and I are interviewing April. There we go! 

TB:  Yeah. 

AL:   Okay. 

TB:   So I guess we should start from the beginning and have you tell us where you born, 

a little bit about your early life, and what brought you to Portland. 

AL:   Okay. So I was born in Illinois, in a little tiny farm town called Carrollton, Illinois, 

and only my mom was from there. My dad got out of the service two weeks before that, 

in Oklahoma, and he hated Oklahoma—he did not want me born there—so he made my 

mom drive all the way to Illinois just so I could be born somewhere else. So we didn’t 

live there very long. When I was about three months old we moved to Utah. My dad was 

from Utah—he finished college there—so we lived there till I was three. And then he had 

always wanted to move to the Northwest, so we moved here when I was three years old. 

That would’ve been 1955, and so I actually grew up here in Portland. I lived in a few 

neighborhoods but I ended up going to grade school at Kenton Grade School up in North 

Portland, which is now a private school, but it’s at the corner of Interstate and Lombard. 
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Then in high school we moved to the suburbs and I went to Tigard High School. All six 

of my—I’m the oldest of six kids, original kids, and all six of us graduated from there. 

Then I went to Southern Oregon College in Ashland, and went there for a year, came 

back and went to Portland State for a year, went back to SOC and finished up two years. 

Didn’t graduate, because I was gonna go to Utah and go get into physical therapy school, 

and I wanted my bachelor’s degree from there, and then I would go to graduate school. 

That never worked out. I ended up going traveling. I moved to Jackson Hole, Wyoming 

for—did I go there for…No, I moved to Miami for a year. A friend of mine was there and 

wanted me to drive her car down to her, so I did that, kind of traveled across the country. 

I lived in Miami for a year, came back, and then spent a little time here in Portland again, 

living with my folks, and then moved to Jackson Hole for ten years. And I owned a 

contract painting business there, so I painted—commercial painting, houses, and our 

specialty was log cabins.  

        And then I got involved in working in development—folks with developmental 

disabilities —which I had done since I was a kid. When I was in ninth grade, my dad 

signed me up to work at the Easter Seal camp here in Oregon, working with kids with 

disabilities, and I found that was an area I had an affinity for. So I had always kept that 

job in the summer, even when I was into college, I worked there for summers. So I’d had 

a lot of jobs working in the field of developmental disabilities, and did some of that work 

in Wyoming. And then in 1986, I moved back to Oregon, and got back into Portland 

State, and finished my bachelor’s degree in social sciences, and got a job right away 

working with an organization in Clackamas County called the Senior Citizens Council. I 

was a court appointed guardian and conservator for people who were chronic alcoholics, 
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so I had a very small caseload but really intense case management. I had control of their 

physical bodies, their monies, any assets that they had—and they had been court 

mandated because they’d gotten into trouble with their drinking, and I was a recovering 

person myself, so I had some knowledge and expertise in that area. I did that for about a 

year and then I went to work in an employment program for people with disabilities for 

an organization in town and did that for awhile. Then I worked for senior citizens’ 

unemployment, then I went to work at Multnomah County, in the training and 

development department of the Health Department, and I started doing training and 

development full-time.  

        When I was at my job before that, I got sent to Boeing, of Portland, for a six-month 

internship, and helped them develop their diversity training program. And so I spent six 

months doing research on diversity training, how you do it, and helped them develop 

their initial program for that. And then I went back to my own organization and helped 

them do the same thing. So that’s how I got started in cultural competency and diversity. 

So at the county, I did—I worked with people who worked out I the fields. So, 

community health nurses…oh, bridge tenders, sheriff’s officers, you know, all…a range 

of people who develop, who deliver county services out in the community. I did training 

with them and then I got more and more towards organizational development, team 

development, and with the…kind of emphasis on diversity and cultural differences. 

Gradually made my way up to the HR department of the county and became the learning 

and organizational development consultant, having to do with diversity. And then 

eventually became the diversity manager for the county, for a number of years. And then 

in 2005, I moved to work for Kaiser Permanente as their regional diversity manager, so 
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then I oversaw all of the diversity inclusion and culturally competent health care 

initiatives and activities for the Northwest region, which is from Longview, Washington 

to Salem. And that whole 100-mile stretch, with about 5,000 employees. That five years 

that I was there, just doing doing research and learning about health care, and how to 

work culturally specific and responsive services. And while I was doing that I had the 

chance to work in all the other Kaiser regions, so back east, Colorado, all through 

California areas, and Hawaii, and in doing training around a set of videos that Kaiser’s 

using to teach people—physicians and support staff—how to deliver culturally 

responsive health care.  

       And I became the person who developed the trainer models, so I spent a couple of 

years traveling around the country for them, and training people. I’m still doing that work 

now, but I’m doing it as a consultant. So when I left Kaiser two years ago they didn’t 

really replace that person who was doing the work, so I now—they just pay me to come 

and do it for them, so…that’s why I have one of my biggest customers as Kaiser. We 

were working for them in Baltimore, and next week…I’ll be working for them in 

Oakland, and so it kinda moves around. Is that kinda what you were looking for? 

TB:   Mmm-hmm. 

HH:   Mmm-hmm. 

AL:   So I am the oldest of the kids and they’re seven years apart, the original six kids. 

My mom and had and us six kids. All very close, close-knit family, and then my parents, 

after being married forty years, my dad left my mom, married a woman that worked for 

him, who’s younger than me. And so they have a daughter, my sister Leandra, who’s 18.  
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TB:   Wow! 

AL:   So an 18 year old is my sister! And then when I turned 50 they adopted a little girl 

from China, so I have an 11 year old sister who is Chinese. 

HH:   Wow! 

AL:   Then another sibling, half-sibling, found us, and my dad…She’s the product of an 

affair that my dad had with a ballet dancer, so that adds another person, and then my 

stepmom has a son, so there are like 11 of us now. That we know of! (laughing) And it’s 

crazy! And everybody, I think mainly due to the fact, my that my mom one is one of the 

most generous people I’ve ever met…My half-sister, that she knew about but of course 

had never met, brings her family, goes to my mom’s beach house. My sisters, my little 

sisters think of my mom as their grandma. She bears nobody, you know, and ill will, and 

they’re seen as part you, know. It’s all family. Yeah. My dad and his wife live in Boring 

and my mom lives in Canon Beach and has a bed and breakfast, and so we all kind of 

satellite around her. She’s kind of the center of things. 

TB:   Yeah. Wow. 

AL:   Carol and I met, well, 25 years ago, we just had our 25th anniversary. We met  

in AA. I was just getting sober. Right after I moved home from Wyoming I realized that I 

was having some difficulties with drugs and alcohol, and not that I didn’t know that, but I 

didn’t really kind of address it so seriously. But I, through a series of events, and I got 

myself in an AA meeting, and made a connection that worked. I’ve been sober since. I 

met Carol right after I started going to meetings, and the rest is history, as they say. 

You’re not supposed to mingle with new people—she had four years of sobriety when I 
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was brand new—but, you know, it was what it was. We sort of started seeing each other 

and moved in together about a year and a half after that. It let me get a little bit of 

sobriety going. And then I moved into this house, and we’ve lived here together for the 

last 25 years. We have two sons: Carol’s the birth mother, although one of the boys is 

adopted, but she raised both the boys, and they’re both married and have between them 

the three grandkids. All my brothers and sisters live in the state of Oregon still, sister in 

Medford, and everyone else at the beach, Seaside, or Beaverton, Tigard, or Portland. 

Huge extended family, you know, lots going on all the time. And I’m definitely the 

oldest, and the big sister, you know, everybody still relies on me for all of that. And now 

as my parents are aging I find myself in the role of, you know, taking care of them, and 

giving them a lot more support than they used to need. And it’s fine, you know, we’re all 

really, really close. Carol’s parents have both passed away, so they’re kind of her parents 

too. 

TB:   Yeah. 

HH:   Mmm-hmm. 

TB:   Had you come out to your parents before you met Carol? 

AL:   Yes. I came out to my parents when I was in my early 30s. I was living in 

Wyoming and my girlfriend, her family was friends with my family. Her big sister had 

been my counselor in junior high school, so I had met her through my teacher. And so we 

all knew each other and everything, and I was living in Wyoming…My brother was 

living there with me, and her sister. We were all living in a big house, and her sister got 

drunk one night and told her parents that Carrie and I were gay. She didn’t tell her that 
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she was also gay, she just the mom and dad, in a drunken, you know, New Year’s Eve it 

was. Oh, yeah, you know, “Carrie and April are gay.” Oh, God! And the mother, you 

know, very conservative Baptist, pillars of the community, well known, settler family in 

Jackson Hole. So grandpa had, you know, founded, practically founded the town. 

Anyway, it was a big to-do, and lots of problems, and the mom stormed our house and 

basically said to me, “Do your parents know?” And I said, “Well, I think they do, but I’ve 

never told them.” She said, “Well, you’d better tell them, or I’m going to.” And I just 

couldn’t have that. So I called my mom, and I was upset, and said, “What’s wrong? 

What’s wrong? What do…do you need something?” And I said, well, you know, I said, 

“Mom, you know…you know Carrie and I, we’re partners, you know.” And she goes, 

“Yeah, yeah, I know, but are you okay? Do you need something? Do you need money? 

Do you need me to come there? What’s going on?” So I told her the whole thing, and she 

said, “You tell her to just mind her own business.” She said, “Yeah, you tell her to give 

me a call and I’ll tell her what’s up.” And she said, “You know, we always knew, we just 

wondered why you didn’t tell us, because you’ve been that way forever. We always knew 

something’s going on with you. It doesn’t matter to us. We don’t care. It’s just who you 

are.” 

HH:   Mmm-hmm. 

AL:   So that was good!  

TB:   Yeah! 



 9 

AL:   It was really easy. My dad—not as much. When I first talked to him about it, he 

said he just felt really bad because, you know, some nice man wouldn’t get to have me. 

But you, know, that is like…oh, jeez. (laughing) 

HH:   Yeah. (laughing) 

AL:   I could write, you know, a textbook on that answer right there! But it was where he 

was. 

HH:   Sure. 

AL:   And he wasn’t very…He had always been very nice to my girlfriends, but he 

wasn’t very nice to Carol, and that was because he knew then what was going on, and he 

just didn’t, you know, he just didn’t like it very much. Finally after, I don’t know, six or 

seven months, when it seemed like, you know, we had a good, solid basis to our 

relationship, my mom finally took him aside, and she said, “You know, you need to get 

on board. I mean, she’s the best thing that ever happened to April, and if you can’t see 

that, you’ve bigger problems than this, so you just better start treating her better.” And he 

did! He really did. You know, other than that, all my nieces and nephews have been 

raised knowing, understanding what it was, you know, they’ve always been able to ask 

questions. One of my nephews, when he was about seven, he saw a show on TV, 

something about lesbians, and he said to his mom, “What’s a lesbian, mom?” And she 

said, “You know, it’s where, you know, two women love each other the way your dad 

and I do.” And he goes, “Oh, you mean like Aunt Carol and Aunt April?” And she said 

yeah, and he goes, “But why don’t they…why do people care if they get married?” I 

mean he couldn’t, you know, he just couldn’t understand. 
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HH:   Mmm-hmm. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   Yeah! And I have a couple of very conservative siblings, at least one in particular, 

who one time said to me, “I just don’t want…I just don’t want my kids to be exposed to 

that kind of stuff in school.” And I said, “Well, Cliff! They’re exposed to me all the time! 

You have them come to my house, your kids have all stayed with me at various times, 

I’ve babysit them. I said, it makes, you know… “Well, that’s different.” I’m like, okay. 

But over the years, you know, he always treats Carol and I really well, and we don’t 

always discuss politics, especially related to marriage or anything. 

HH:   Oh, yeah. 

TB:   Mmm-hmm. 

AL:   Especially around whenever we’re voting! But he treats us well, his kids know 

about us, they’re part of our lives, and that’s really what we’re after. I have a nephew 

who is gay, the one who went to Pacific University, who lives in Alaska. His dad’s the 

one that’s conservative, and they’ve struggled with his sexual orientation, but they seem 

to have worked it out. I have a niece who’s a lesbian, and she’s my sister’s daughter who 

lives in Florida, that I was talking to when you came in. 

TB:   Mmm-hmm. 

AL:   And not a ripple. I mean, you know, just…okay. I remember one time my son was 

dating a woman who had a brother who was transgendered, and so I remember telling my 

mom. She goes, “That great! We don’t have one of those in the family! You know, this is 
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good!” (laughing) My mom…we took her to New York a couple of times. The first time 

we took her, we walked way too much, and she had a bad knee, so when we got back she 

ended up having to have her knee replaced. So she’s, you know, attributed it partly to this 

trip we took. And the next time we took her, she didn’t feel good while she was there. 

When she got home, she was diagnosed with Type 2 diabetes, which she has since cured 

by losing weight and walking on the beach every day. So then the third time we’re 

getting ready to go to Oregon—I  mean, New York—she told my sister, “You know, I’m 

afraid to go with Carol and April.” Really? How come? “Well, the first time, you know, 

my knee went out, I had to have my knee replaced. The next time I go, I get diabetes.” 

She said, “This time I’m afraid when I come back I’ll be a lesbian!” (laughing) So, I 

would say, you know, people are pretty open. Yeah. Coming out continues daily, you 

know, every day you have to figure out if you’re gonna say…Say you’re sitting next to 

somebody on the plane and they ask you what you’re doing. We, Carol and I last week 

were on the plane, and we had an older, older older lady, older than us, sitting next to us, 

and she looked at us, and she goes, “So are you two sisters?” No…we’re partners. 

“Oh…okay.” You know?  

HH:   So does it feel different, or it’s just really…a case-by-case sort of scenario? 

AL:   It’s very case-by-case. Sometimes I just, I can feel the homophobia coming up in 

me, and just thinking, oh God, you know, do I wanna sit next to…You know, I make up 

so much of it. That’s the thing that’s so funny, is that I teach people about that, about how 

we make stuff up about each other, and we believe it! We have no evidence, it’s just, you 

know, for whatever—for many reasons. And it doesn’t, it a lot of times isn’t anything 

that’s real, except for past experiences, or my fears, you know. And there’s no doubt that 
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it’s not always safe. I mean, I don’t hold Carol’s much when we’re out, you know, 

walking around because people are getting beat up, you know, crossing the Hawthorne 

Bridge. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   But occasionally we will, and we always march in gay pride, and we’re out and 

visible. We don’t hide ourselves anymore, but I do feel like I have to be careful, you 

know. Sometimes, I mean, I don’t like the feeling that I have to be the one educate people 

always. I’m tired of that.  

TB:   It is wearying, yeah. 

AL:   I’m too old. You know what I mean? But I’ve had some fantastic experiences, I’ve 

had some experiences where it really didn’t turn out very well. For the most part I think 

it’s fine, and if people don’t like it, or then have a problem with it, they’re not saying 

anything to me. They’re not treating me in a bad way. I just wanna be…you know, I want 

respectful treatment for Carol and I. I want to be safe! I want to be safe. 

TB:   Do you feel like your safety, your level of safety, and the ease and comfort of day-

to-day life has changed throughout the years in Portland? 

AL:   Absolutely. When I first realized that I was gay and I had a girlfriend, we would go 

downtown dancing, at this bar right on Burnside. It’s not there anymore, but there were 

no signs. You had to know what door, you had a certain knock, you literally had…And 

then you opened this door and there’d be this great bar in there, you know, but you had to 

know where everything was. We’d sneak in and out, and you’d be, you know, worried 

about somebody seeing you there. When I lived in Wyoming, it was…pretty closeted, 
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because of the stature of my partner’s parents, and the role that they played in the 

community. She was deathly afraid of being found out. In fact, wouldn’t go to the 

potlucks.  

        There were like ten gay people in town and we’d have parties, and around…you 

know, like Super Bowl or something, and she’d wanna park, you know, a few blocks 

away so nobody would see us at Jack’s house, ‘cause everybody knew Jack was gay. 

That kinda thing. So, you know, I’ve lived that way, but here in Portland, absolutely so 

different. Even from the first time, we had ballot measure nine, which was the first of the 

OCA initiatives to try to say that school couldn’t teach anything about being gay, or 

whatever, it was scary. It was hateful and horrible and, you know, I got spit on 

downtown, and people rolling down their windows and calling me a fag. And you know, 

how ignorant is that, you know what I mean? At least get it right! I’m a dyke, idiot! 

(laughing)  We’ve had people run us down in cars, I mean, chase us in cars, and, you 

know, make weird signals at us and stuff. We were careful about the bumper stickers we 

put on our car. We usually have some rainbow thing. We don’t have a big old, you 

know…but we might like rainbow flamingos or, you know, something. I feel a little bit 

hidden sometimes, just for safety’s sake. In our work, we don’t—we often don’t come 

out, but we don’t hide ourselves, either. Like, we talk about our grandchildren, or ‘We’re 

at our house,’ or ‘We live in…’ So it’s there for people, it’s just that we don’t make too 

big a deal of it. I do think Portland’s come a long way.  

       I mean, it’s part of the reason I live here. I see my friends have evolved more, how 

they live, and you think of the East Coast as being more progressive but I don’t really 

think so. When I moved in here with Carol, this used to be called the lesbian ghetto of 
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southeast Portland, and it wasn’t as nice as it is now—kind of run down. It was known 

that, you know, our zip code had a high lever or percentage of lesbians in it. That was just 

kinda the way it was. But now we know this is a very diverse neighborhood. It still has a 

lot of diversity to it, but I don’t think we call it the lesbian ghetto anymore. 

TB:   I was just gonna ask if it was still…if there is still such a neighborhood anymore. 

HH:   I haven’t heard of anywhere, but… 

AL:   I mean, I still think we think of northwest Portland as where the gay guys live, 

‘cause so many gay men lived in northwest Portland. It was the place to live. But I don’t 

really think it’s like that anymore. 

TB:   Yeah, it seems like every neighborhood is pretty well integrated. 

AL:   Yeah. 

TB:   We also…when you said that one of the reasons that you really like being Portland 

is because of how possible it is to live here…In class we’ve heard from a lot of people 

who’ve talked about experiencing the need to move to Portland just because it did have a 

reputation for diversity, and a place where it was possible to join a community, and start 

building community right off the bat. 

AL:   Yeah. 

TB:   And we’ve kind of gotten the impression that there was a point, following the 

antiwar movement, that started in the 70s, and continued through the 80s, where it was 

kind of like a little bit of a utopia, especially in terms of what women had going on. 
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AL:   Yeah. Well, it’s funny, I guess because of the Lesbian Community Project, which I 

don’t even know if it exists anymore… 

TB:   I think Pat [Young] said no. 

AL:   Yeah. But that was a driving force in a lot of things that went on, especially around 

visibility, because they had events. They always had New Year’s Eve parties, they always 

had…you know, at nice hotels in town, so it was a pretty big party. And they had the 

softball tournament which was huge! People from all over the country, really, would 

come to this softball tournament we used to have. But, yeah, and then the women’s bars. 

We had…there was a period of time where we had maybe three or four women’s bars 

that, you know, pretty active…The men, in my mind, the men have always had a much 

more solid bar scene community, you know, restaurants, Starky’s, and some of those 

places have just been around for as long as I can remember. And some of the bars down 

on Stark Street, Southwest Stark, the older ones, you know, like…I can’t even think of 

the names of them…but they’ve just been there forever. And we don’t really have…I 

don’t even know if we have a women’s bar. I think the E Room closed. 

TB:   It did. I’ve been in Portland for almost two years now, and it was closed when I got 

here. 

AL:   Yeah. So that’s kinda sad. When I first got sober, we had a couple of different bars 

that we went to every Friday night. We had a lesbian AA meeting, and then we’d all go to 

the bars. We’d go together, because nobody was gonna drink, but we liked to dance, and 

you know, listen to music and stuff. We would just take these places over on Friday 

night. You know, after awhile we just didn’t have any place to go anymore.  
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TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   I think having a newspaper really helped. I mean, it’s really sad that Just Out is 

gone. That was a central way for people to stay connected and figure out what was going 

on. And Marty Davis, you know, without her it would’ve never happened. She’s an icon, 

I think, in this community, for her ability to sustain that paper through thick and thin, and 

mostly thin, really. Well, there was that and a strong recovery community, and in fact, the 

Live And Let Live Club just closed—I don’t know if you know we had a gay and lesbian 

club—and, let’s see, I’m 25 years sober, Carol’s 29—the club was in existence probably 

30 years, 31 years, and it happened because the main meeting place, The Alamo Club up 

in the Northwest neighborhood, asked the gay meetings to leave. They didn’t want them 

there anymore. Causing too much problems, I guess. And so they formed their own club 

and it was called the Live and Let Live, and it just closed last month. But I think it’s a 

good sign that in closed, in that I don’t think we needed it anymore.  

     You know, when we were getting sober in the 80s, it felt like the only place we could 

really go and be who we are. But now there’re ay meetings at several places around town, 

including the Q Center, which is where I go now on Friday nights. The MCC Church, and 

then various other places have gay- and lesbian-related meetings, but, you know, in 

straight places. And then it just doesn’t seem to matter anymore, you know. Most 

meetings are mixed, I would say. It’s okay if you’re gay. They really don’t care. They’re 

there to try to stay sober. It just doesn’t get in the way. The Q Center, I think, is gonna be, 

it’ll be the place that we sort of focus around now. They seem to have a pretty active 

executive director who will, you know, kinda pull things together socially. I hadn’t really 

thought about the newspaper being gone, but it’s a big gap. 
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HH:   We had an opportunity to go through a lot of media and newspapers, and the events 

pages were amazing. All of the different activities that were happening, and the diversity 

of the groups that were formed, and forming… 

AL:   Yeah, yeah. 

TB:   A lot of it was really bar-centric, though— 

AL:   Yes, it was. 

TB:   It was really interesting to see that. A couple of papers we looked at, you know, you 

would have these events calendars that had, you know, columns and columns of listings 

for various activities that were going on, but most of them were based in bars, especially 

men’s activities. 

AL:   Yes. 

HH:   Especially the men’s. 

TB:   And then the same papers would have news articles and editorials about the 

substance issues— 

AL:   Yes. Exactly. 

TB:   --in the community. It’s really, I don’t just so, striking to see how intertwined the 

two…the two situations were.  

AL:   Yeah. Well, it really…I mean, the bar scene has always been, you know, really 

central, I think, to activities, like you said. But we also know in the recovery community 

that our instance of alcohol, drug abuse, and tobacco addiction, is higher in the gay and 

lesbian community that others, so we kind of know that, we kind of think, well, we’ve got 
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special work to do. We really have to be out and open about who we are, and be out and 

open about our alcoholism. You don’t want to be so anonymous that people can’t find 

you. Except for the at level of press, radio, and film, I, I—if  any of this got published in 

that kind of a forum, where I wouldn’t want to be identified as a member of AA, you 

could say I was a member of a twelve-step program. 

HH:   Right. 

AL:   You just don’t want your first and last name associated with a specific twelve-step 

program. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   But yeah, it’s funny. It really is kind of funny that that’s the way it was. But I bet 

it’s that way in other major cities, too, you know. Bars just play a big role…it’s how we 

get together. It’s kind of the model, you know, the Stonewall model. That’s where people 

used to go to hide out. But I remember us being like that. I remember going to softball 

tournaments when we were sponsored by the Rising Moon Tavern, which was this bar 

down on Burnside, and we’d tell people, and they’d say, “Oh, I’ve never heard of that 

before, where is it?” “Oh, it’s down on Burnside.” “Oh, can I go?” “Well…I don’t 

know…maybe not.” (laughing) 

HH:   So you were involved in the softball team? 

AL:   Yeah. 

HH:   How many years did you… 

AL:   Oh my God… 
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HH:   …were you and your partner doing it together? 

AL:   No, because, well, I…no, she didn’t play softball. I played college softball, so when 

I got of college—I played for Portland State, actually—so when I got out of college, so 

from 1970 till…25 years…In ‘95, I was diagnosed with breast cancer. I had lymphedema 

issues, so I had to quit throwing, and I took up golf instead. Twenty-five summers, yeah. 

Really involved. I was an umpire and also a coach. So I was busy: I’d umpire games, I’d 

play on a team, and then coach a team.  

HH:   Wow. 

AL:   When I was in Wyoming I was the head umpire, so I’d train all the umpires, and I 

umpired games. I played on an A-league team, coached a B-league team, and spent about 

every night at the ballpark. It was really fun. Love softball. 

TB:   Does Portland still have an active lesbian softball league? 

AL:   Mmm…they have a city league, and there are some teams that are primarily 

lesbian. We had a clean and sober lesbian team, so we were a little bit of an anomaly. 

And there’s a gay softball league, but I think it’s mixed men and women’s. I’m not sure, 

since I don’t play anymore, I don’t keep track. There’s some way for that to happen. And 

there’s an over 50 lesbian softball team, or something like that. But the, you know, 

dragon boats, and there’s chances to play basketball, there’s lots going on. Somebody 

tried to start a gay golf league for awhile, but it didn’t really work out. There’s plenty to 

do.  

TB:   Another thing that has popped up in class a few times, in terms of the evolution of 

Portland’s community, is this idea that during the peak of the AIDS crisis in the 80s, it 
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seemed to be a time of a lot of  bridge-building between the men’s community and the 

women’s community. And Pat’s told us that she doesn’t really have a lot of 

documentation surrounding that idea, but it’s this kind of, maybe mythical idea that 

people have of history? I was wondering if yu have a sense of what it was like at the time. 

AL:   I do. I have a lot of experience with it, actually. And I’m not sure if it’s because it 

was centered around the recovery community, so we had a lot of interaction between men 

and women. There’s always been this divide, and I can’t really it out, but a lot of times it 

would happen around class issues. Like, it seemed like the men’s community always had 

a lot more resources, more money, and they tended to have jobs where it didn’t matter 

that they were gay, you know. They were kind of passing, a lot of times, they could be in 

banking or whatever. But the women—it’s a cultural generalization, I would say—we  

tended to be working for nonprofits or small grassroots organizations. We were nurses, or 

teachers, or, you know, not making a lot of money, but contributing and that kind of 

thing. Not saying that gay men weren’t, but they always had a little bit more money than 

we did, so their bars were nicer, and that kind of thing.  

      And then we’re so different as a culture, but only as different as straight men and 

women are. I mean, they are very, very, very different, and have trouble forming 

friendships, and relationships and all. So I think part of it was that, but in the recovering 

community, there were women’s meetings, there were men’s meetings, and then most of 

the meetings were mixed. So we had  a lot of very intimate conversations and 

connections with each other, and I had a lot of friends. I was raised with brothers, and I’d 

been in the building trades, you know, I was a painter, and played softball, and played a 

lot of sports, so I’d always had a lot of men friends. But in the gay and lesbian 
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community, so many of the men, when they got sick, they didn’t have any family. If the 

family even was in town, maybe they were estranged, because of their alcoholism. They 

burned bridges that couldn’t be repaired, or because they were gay, or whatever. Or 

because they just lived a long, long ways away.  

        Like there were, well, let’s see if I can even put a number on…the number of men 

that I was personally involved with taking care of. I would say…maybe five to six men 

right in the peak years, so maybe over a span of three or four years. Because once the 

new drugs hit, then people that were…we, you know, thought were dying, were able to 

live an extended period of time, so it was really amazing. But what would happen would 

be that they would get to a certain point when they were gonna need care, and then if they 

had a partner, the partner would sort of organize everybody. But if they didn’t, then one 

of the women would step up, get things organized, and so it was meals, it was cleaning 

houses, and then as their care progressed, we would just get closer and closer to them, so 

at the end we could have AA meetings in their homes. I remember one of my friends, 

James, he called everybody, or he had somebody email everbody and say, if you want to 

come and see James, you know, it’s getting really close. He had everything he needed to 

be able to end his life, if he was wanting to, and he was really, really sick. He was so 

tired. And so he called us all to his house—I think it was like a Saturday night—we had 

an AA meeting. Probably one of the most powerful experiences I’ve ever had. For him 

talking, being within days of his own death, and talking about staying sober, and being 

through…my God.  

      And then he gave away his stuffed toys. I feel myself getting emotional…He had all 

of his stuffed animals, and he wanted everybody to take one, right? And so we all took 
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one. And then he had his clothes out, you know, like, take stuff, and I’m gonna 

donate…And it was just like, this is the way you exit, you know, with grace, and serenity, 

and caring about other people. So as that time would come, then the circle would close, 

and there’d just be a few people who were doing direct care, or taking care of things. You 

know, you pretty much said, don’t, you know, don’t call me, call so-and-so and talk to 

them, they’ll—when there’s something to tell, they’ll tell you. So I wasn’t necessarily in 

on that inner circle for that, for the last few days. But up until then, you know, we were 

all just doing what it took. There was another fellow that was from Seaside, and I had 

spent some of my early sobriety working down at the beach because I could get jobs 

painting houses. And I lived at my mom’s house, and so I went to meetings in Seaside. 

They have an AA house called ‘The Little Yellow House.’  

My first meeting there I met this gay guy and he said, he said to me “You know 

there is hardly any of here but it doesn’t matter, he said, these people, they will love you, 

they’ve been great to me, they won’t care, there will be a few people who care, but just 

ignore them, and find the people who will love you just the way you are. You know and 

you’ll be fine.” And when he got sick he needed to come to town and get health care, so 

he actually moved into our spare bedroom. And we just took care of him until the level of 

care was so much that he, that he just needed more.  

And then Carol had two men that she sponsored in AA, she sponsored both of 

them, they were best friends, they had never been lovers, but they had been best friends 

since they had gotten sober, Jerry and Mark. And they both got sicker and sicker and 

sicker and they both had boyfriends and so we supported the boyfriends and did what 

ever we could. But as they approached getting, needing to go to the hospital, they went in 
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within a couple of days of each other. And it happened that we were going to Alaska for a 

trip. Carol had been asked to come and speak at a conference, to be a keynote speaker 

and so we n-- we had to go. We had set it up months ahead, but when it came time to go 

they were both so sick and in the hospital. We knew that they wouldn’t, they probably 

wouldn’t come out of the hospital, but I remember we went to see them, and I can 

remember sitting and watching Carol talking to each of them and . . . I knew that . . . we 

knew that Mark wasn’t going to make it, you know, and so she had to say goodbye to 

him, but Jerry said, he said, “Go.” He said, “I’m fine. You know, my parents are coming. 

I’m gonna, I’ll be here.” Well he didn’t make it either, they both died while we were 

gone. 

But it’s not a myth or a legend it happened, it absolutely happened, at least I can 

verify in the recovery community, it was very much . . . and you know it’s so funny, like, 

nobody ever said, ‘What are we going to do?’ It’s just like, Oh you know, they’re sick 

and this is what we are going to do. 

TB:   I was wondering that too. If it was just a purely organic thing that just happened— 

AL:    --completely organic . . . Yeah. 

TB:   Or if there was actually a discussion around what was going on and needing to 

mobilize— 

AL:    Well once somebody got to a critical point then it had to be organized, so 

somebody . . . and it was just who ever was closest to the person. You know and 

whatever you could bring that was what you brought. Like we had a place for Mark to 

stay when he needed it, but when his care got to be, you know more extreme, he needed 
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to go somewhere else . . . and I don’t remember it, I think what happens in the recovery 

community, is that, is that you help each other, you can’t do it alone and you know that is 

the whole emphasis. That I have to give away what was given to me and that’s how I stay 

sober, that’s part of it. But I think in this case it was just what needed to happen. It was so 

. . . it was so devastating because you just saw this whole group . . . of men . . . just 

disappear . . . you know and now . . . when you go to meetings, especially meetings with 

long term sobriety . . . there’s just not very many men . . . there’s just not very many or 

they are newly sober, they are older guys that got newly sober or there are a few older 

guys who have been sober the whole time. You know it’s really amazing. It’s really 

amazing. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   But I think if you talk to other people, in that recovering community, you know, 

who were here, they would say the same thing. It was really a community effort, not to 

say that the men did more, but that you’d expect the men to take of their brothers, but 

yeah I think it really was the lesbians that really provided the consistent, organized 

support, especially with the food, cleaning, all that . . . that people needed. Whew! 

TB:    Yeah. Do you think there still is a similar divide in the community in terms of 

women being more likely to work, to be the ones to work for nonprofits, and in the 

healthcare, or education fields— 

AL:    Uh. 

TB:   Portland is such a hotspot for nonprofit work. 
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AL:   Well, it is, it really is . . . well . . . let me think . . . Yeah. I don’t really know, I 

don’t know so much if that is true, I know that we continue to funnel our selves into those 

more social service oriented places, but all women do, you know— 

TB:    Yeah.  

AL:    I mean as a generalization, I would say, that that is kinda what happens. I think 

more what we’re seeing now is a generational shift, where, you know folks your age have 

a deeper sense and commitment to social justice and wanting to make a positive influence 

on their communities and you know that’s a shift away from baby-boomers, like myself, 

who were kinda the ‘me’ generation and you know to being really competitive because 

there were so many baby-boomers. And the Gen X’ers who came up as, you know, loners 

and latch-key kids who happened to be independent, you know, they care most about 

themselves and their family and then, you know, if there is time and energy, you know, 

then I’ll reach out but if you are a younger generation, the millennial generation, social 

justice is just part of their DNA. You know, they are very committed to it and the 

globalization of their lives is just, that’s why it’s really important, you know, they know 

what the impact is, you know, globally when they do something. You know. When I was 

growing up I never thought of it. 

TB:   Yeah. Could you . . . I don’t know how to formulate this . . . question I guess . . . 

AL:   Okay. 

TB:   But it seems to me like that kind of shift you were just talking about has had an 

impact on the gay and lesbian community— 

AL:   Uh-huh. 
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TB:    We’ve heard, like, so many of the papers that we’ve seen in class are no longer in 

publication and Pat has talked to us a lot about different groups and you were just talking 

about a group that had stopped meeting and I am wondering if that’s . . . you know, when 

we first encounter those things there’s always a sense of loss and Pat has said more than 

once that it might be a good thing that things are evolving. I wonder if that -- Do you 

think that is because people . . . are just . . . I guess because gays and lesbian rights fall 

under the umbrella of social justice, where people are— 

AL:   I do think so. In Portland, you know, the city of Portland, Multnomah County, and 

then the state to a lesser extent, you know, we have such a broad non-discrimination 

policy and you know, people, businesses can not discriminate against us – based on, you 

know, gender identity or sexual orientation – that’s not true everywhere. So we’ve had a 

number of years, I think, where the support of government has pushed people into being 

more accepting. But I think what we’re seeing now is the younger generation is just like 

‘Why?’, ‘Why are you caring? Why are we still talking about this? There is so much 

more to do.’ 

TB:    Yeah. 

AL:     ‘You know, we’ve got really big issues, not, you know, who you choose to have a, 

you know, a sexual relationship with.’ It’s like, ‘I don’t care.’ 

HH:   Uh-huh. 

AL:   I remember I showed, I was showing these culturally competent care videos to the 

nursing students, young nursing students, LPN students, and they said, you know, ‘Why 

do we need these videos? I just don’t get this. Of course that’s how you treat people. 
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That’s how I treat people, you know,I find out how you like to be treated and then I treat 

you that way.’ Why do you people keep bring this stuff up, we should just be moving 

on— 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   You know. Where as people my age these videos are, ‘Videos are fantastic! I can’t 

believe it! I always wanted to know how to treat the Latino patient.’ You know. Okay. So 

I don’t know. I think The Live and Let Live Club outlived its necessity. 

TB:   Uh-huh. 

AL:    It really did. And people can go places now, like the Q – Center meter, and here we 

are in the Queer Center, you know, and it’s obvious that most everybody in there is gay 

or lesbian or bi or trans and yet, there are straight people who just love that meeting – 

they are just completely – I sponsor a woman, and you know, she’s a, she’s a housewife, 

with a bunch of kids and a husband and she loves that meeting and now her daughter is 

coming. You know. 

TB:   Uh-huh. 

AL:     So it’s just a – our community is more accepting, I think, and I think they are more 

accepting of us. Yeah. I can remember when I first got sober, if somebody straight came 

in, I thought, ‘What the hell? Why you coming to our bar? You know, you can go 

anywhere and you have to come here? You know and whine? You know, it was like God, 

go away. Yeah. But in those days, you know, we had so few places where we could go 

and just be who we really were, I mean, it was slim. Slim to none. And coming from 
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Wyoming, when I came back to Portland in ’86, I thought this was Heaven. I couldn’t 

believe how free it was. How, you know, open and accepting it was. Yeah. 

TB:   Yeah. I came here from Boise. 

AL:   Boise?  

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   Oh Yeah. 

TB:   My partner just went there with me for the first last summer and it was weird. That 

was – also I didn’t do a lot of dating the whole time I lived in Boise. It was really strange 

to be there with a partner, and to feel like I had to be on guard more than I ever do in 

Portland. 

AL:    Oh Yeah. And you absolutely do. You can imagine, Idaho Falls and Jackson Hole, 

Wyoming, in all of Wyoming, between there and Salt Lake. We used to go to Salt Lake 

to party because they had great gay bars there, of all places. Mormon Land. And we 

didn’t know anybody in town so we didn’t care if anybody saw us but . . . you know, in 

Jackson not so much. I, I one time I got kicked out of the Cowboy Bar, which is like their 

most famous bar, because I was dancing with another woman and they came, they came 

up to me and just said, you know, ‘Your making these cowboys nervous.’ And I’m like, 

‘You know what? They are making me nervous.’ And she said, ‘Well you gotta go.’ And 

I’m like, ‘Okay.’ And of course it was at the height of my drinking, I was just a few 

months from getting sober, so I probably was pretty loud and obnoxious. Yeah. Yeah. 

But you know, I’ve never, I don’t think I’ve ever been kicked out of any place here. But I 

don’t always dance with my girlfriend at all the bars, either, so— 
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TB:    Yeah. Yeah. 

AL:    Some places, we go to a big AA Conference down in Seaside, and, every year, and 

we all dance there, with each other, so nobody cares, so much. 

TB:   This has been so fascinating, we haven’t really talked much in class about how 

much the recovery community— 

HH:    No, it never even crossed my mind actually. So this is fabulous. 

TB:    Yeah.  

HH:    Yeah. 

TB:   It’s really informative part of how you experienced— 

AL:    You know The Live and Let Live had meetings there for sure twice a day, 

everyday, plus incidentals, so that’s a noon and a 5:30 and then usually a late night, so 2, 

14, probably between 15 and twenty meetings a week.  

HH:   Wow. 

AL:   Over, you know, 30 years. 

HH:   Wow. 

AL:   Yeah. And the club also functioned as a social center so we would have dances, and 

events, and on Thanksgiving, for example, we’d buy turkeys and people would cook and 

take food and the club might be open for two or three days in a row. New Year’s Eve, 

you could always count on there being a party or a dance there. And so, the house where 

the club was, when I got sober, had a party room downstairs. And there were ping-pong 
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tables and games and books and TV and you could, you know, it was social, because we 

could, we could find a place to be sober and safe.  

HH:   Uh-huh. 

AL:   You know, but maybe we don’t need it as much anymore.  

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:    Yeah. In a way it’s sad, but in other ways, we’re a part of things now. And that’s 

really, that’s really better. You know, we can still have gay and lesbian meetings where 

ever we want to have them.  

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:    Yeah, and so it is, well, I think it has been a huge part of my experience here. You 

know, in the last twenty-five years. I don’t, I don’t just hang out with gay people who are 

clean and sober, but the primary relationships I have, my closest friendships, other than 

my family, are, are people from that community group, definitely. Yeah, I think Carol 

would say the same. And yaeh, both of our sons are clean and sober and I have a brother 

who is clean and sober so, so it’s a whole family, a family disease.  

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   Yeah. So what else are you interested in? 

TB:    I guess it would be really cool to hear more about raising your kids.  

AL:   Oh, raising the kids? 
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HH:   Yeah. Even knowing if there was, I know we have read a few articles about 

custody battles. I don’t know if you experienced that or what the timing was— 

AL:   Yeah. It’s a good question. The boys, when I got together with Carol the boys were 

already out of, well, Eric was still in high school, so Ed had already, was out of high 

school and out of the home, our one son Ed. And Eric was still at home which was one of 

the reasons that I didn’t move in with Carol right away. We figured that was a little bit 

too much, and I will say that they were not, neither of the boys was very happy when she 

got together with me, because she had a very unhappy break up from her relationship 

prior to that and they just, they weren’t ready, you know, for mom to be attaching 

herself— 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   They just didn’t like the whole idea, they were very protective of her. And so it 

took a while for them to sort of, you know, decide that I was okay. One of the things that 

helped was that I was painting a house at the beach that was the coach of the Portland 

Trailblazers. And when Carol told her son Eric, who was a huge basketball fan, that I was 

painting Jack Ramses house, suddenly I became a lot more interesting to him. So, you 

know, it took a while for them to kinda get to know me, and, but they have never, oh 

gosh, they are so great about, you know, treating me like a stepparent, just like they 

would anybody, anybody else, and you know, we joke, kind of that I am their step-dad, 

because their dad didn’t really play a very active role in their lives after Carol divorced 

him. I don’t think that he . . . there was some problem with who was going to go with 

who . . . once Eric was going to stay with his dad and then at the last minute he just 

decided that he couldn’t be away from Ed and Carol, and so he ended up coming here. 
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She left Nebraska, so the dad was in Nebraska and Eric came up for the summer and it 

came time for him to go back and live with his dad he said, ‘No, I can’t do it.’ So there 

was hard feelings and he made it financially very difficult on Carol. Not paying her 

money, and  not sending the boys anything, not helping out with them at all, really 

leaving her on her own. So I know she struggled with that. But he never used her sexual 

orientation as a way to try to gain advantage, he never did that.  

And he continued to be estranged and then somewhere along the way, I think 

when one of the boys was getting sober, they wrote him a letter that said, you know, I’d 

love to have you be a part of my life and I want you to know that this is what is going on 

and he flew out. And he kinda reunited with them. And they were making head way, he 

came out when the twins were born and, you know, met them he came a few times when 

the twins were . . . the last time they saw him they were probably about four years old or 

so and, but they were trying to make in roads, he came for Eric’s wedding and spent 

some time here with both boys and he started sending them money on their birthdays and 

stuff he’d never done.  

But he got sick and died through doctor negligence so he died a few years ago and 

left things really unsettled, so the boys didn’t get anything, anything from him because he 

probably had written them out of the will when he was mad and he forgot to put them 

back in, he probably didn’t think he was going to die at 65, so any way.  

But otherwise I think, I don’t think Carol had struggles with that, I think she 

struggled just to make ends meet and keep the kids going. I remember one time she said 

to one of the boys that she was really proud of them for not, for the kind of men that they 

had grown up to be and how accepting they are of not just us but of other people and 
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differences and they are both really good dads and they said, Oh yeah. Like you could be 

raised by lesbians and turn out to be sexist. I mean it’s not going to happen. They had 

grown up a part-- And she is really, I think, if you asked her, they haven’t had many 

qualms about it, I think when they were in high school, they were, they waited to tell 

people about Carol, but they didn’t really hide it, they just wanted to make sure it was 

okay. You know you’re in, you’re in high school and you’re still freaked out about your 

sexual orientation anyway. But when they introduce us to people they are just completely 

straight forward. Our daughter-in-laws are both very, very accepting of us and like us and 

really want us to be a part of their lives and their kids lives, so, you know, so it’s good, 

it’s not a problem. 

TB:    Yeah. 

AL:     And Carol being an educator, I think smoothed the way for any problems the kids 

might have had in school because she’s a teacher and as soon as you tell another teacher, 

you’re a teacher, you’re in and you know, they’re not going to care about anything but 

the fact that you know how hard their job is, right? 

TB:     Yeah. 

HH:    Yeah. 

AL:    So,  I can’t really think of much else. I mean we were pretty involved in their lives 

just because they need the help with the kids, and so financially, emotionally, we spend a 

lot of time with the kids. The twins, when they were born it was so hard on everybody, 

that we started bringing them home to our house to spend the night every three or four 

nights, we’d bring them over just to give mom and dad a rest, because one baby would 
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get up, feed em, you go back to bed, and then the next baby is up. It just went on all night 

and they just couldn’t do it. So for the first six or seven years of their lives, they’d spend 

every other weekend at our house. And it was just the weekend it was time to come over. 

HH:   That’s great. 

TB:    Uh-huh. 

AL:    So they are really, really attached to us and connected and now we have little Rudy 

and he nursed a lot longer than the twins, so it was a little harder for him to come. But 

now when he comes over he thinks he’s spending the night. You know they, they just 

love it here. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:    What’s not to love, everything goes your way here. 

HH:    My children’s time with their grandmother is just the best. 

AL:    Yeah it’s great. How many kids do you have? 

HH:    I have two. 

AL:   Oh. How old? 

HH:   Almost 14 and 11. 

AL:   Oh. Right. 

HH:   And grandparent time is, yes, the best. 
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AL:   Yeah, it’s super good. And with my mom’s house at the beach, you know, we can 

take them down there and hang out. So yeah. I don’t think I have anything else about 

parenting. 

TB:   One question that is sort of along those lines, that is always interesting to me is, is 

how you guys feel about the question of marriage legality. And equality. 

AL:   I’m really irritated about it, because I don’t care about being officially sanctioned 

as a marriage. You know, I mean 25 years, my God, we’re, we are the most stable 

married family in our big family. You know, people always say, you know, ‘You’re the 

relationship people’ ‘When we think of how we want relationships to be, in our family, 

we look at you guys’. We are the people, people call when they are having trouble. Of 

course Carol is a therapist, a counselor and all that. So I don’t, I don’t care about the state 

saying it, but I do care about the benefits and you know there are so many, just social 

security alone, just think about all the money Carol and I have in social security.  

        And if something happens, neither of us are going to benefit from that. That kind of 

thing really irritates me. When Carol was looking at retirement from the school district, 

she actually had to switch retirement plans to one that wasn’t as good because the good 

one, the plan she was in would not allow a non-married spouse to be the beneficiary, so 

she had to move all her money to a plan that wasn’t as good so that I could be named 

beneficiary, and you know, that kind of stuff that thousands of dollars for our will, the 

power of attorney, figuring out everything, to make sure that everything will be taken 

care of if something happened to us. And we have very accepting families, you know, it’s 

not like their, you know, our kids are not going to do what we want, they will do what we 

want but it’s not true in every case. 
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TB:   No. Yeah. You can’t guarantee that. 

AL:    No. 

TB:    Not for everyone. How much does the domestic partnership guarantee in Oregon. I 

don’t know much about that. Obviously it wouldn’t have much to do with social security 

and that federal stuff. 

AL:     Right, I don’t know, really. I do know that, I just retired from the public 

employees retirement system and I had, if I had, Carol as a domestic partner, and I would 

have to have an affidavit saying that she was my partner and we share money and all that 

stuff, then I could name her as a beneficiary for a certain kind of a dispersal program but 

I don’t really know. You know, there is tax benefit, to it, in the state of Oregon but other 

than that . . . I think visitation rights from the hospital, maybe. I don’t know. It’s crazy I 

don’t know. But, but my attorney has me all set up. So--  

HH:   Right. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   Yeah, yeah. But there are so many ways that it is such a disadvantage. 

TB:    Yeah. It’s exciting to think about families where people might grow up in a world 

where it isn’t an issue anymore.  

AL:   Yeah. Exactly. And I talk to my nieces and nephews about, you know, I always 

have chats with them about, you know, if they have questions, or they’re wondering, and 

then I tell them, you know, I say, you know that people will say things about Carol and I, 

they’ll call us names, and you have to be able to stand up, you know, you have to be able 
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to say, It’s not okay for you to talk that way. And if anyone says anything to you that you 

don’t understand, just come and ask us because we want you to know what’s what. And 

their like, oh okay. 

HH:   That’s the key to the change. 

AL:   It is. 

HH:    Is giving the children the voice— 

AL:   Yeah. 

TB:   Hmm. 

HH:    Not even just a different perspective but for them to be able to vocalize and say, 

‘Hey that’s not right. You can’t say that around me.’ Maybe you can think but you can’t 

say it. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   Yeah. And it is a, I mean, I, my one son asked me to help him coach his - our 

grandson’s basketball team, because he is a big fan, but he had never coached. Right? 

And so I’d played and I’d coached, and so he said ‘I hope you’re going to be my 

assistant.’ And so we get out there and I think maybe, maybe my grandson won’t 

appreciate that but he was totally, totally thrilled and when I showed up and all those 

little second grade boys and they just looked at me like okay coach April what ever you 

want. They don’t care. If the parents, if the parents care, I’m not hearing it, you know, 

they just want to know that I can keep their kids safe and teach them to play basketball 

and I can do that. So . . .  
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TB:   Do you think that Basic Rights Oregon efforts to get the measure on the ballot do 

you think things like that are as galvanizing a force in the community as the stuff that 

went on in 1994 with the anti-OCA? 

AL:    You know, the . . . well it’s similar, but, I mean, the anti-OCA stuff it just came at 

us like a freight train. It was just like, What? It was so horrible, you know, it was just 

nasty, nasty. And it was just vitriolic, I mean they just had, they were just so full of 

hatred, and the things they said, and the activities, and the ways that people would show 

up at these events. It was just awful. It just felt scary and dangerous, you know, even 

putting bumper stickers on your cars, it just all felt really harsh. And I think we had 

gotten accustomed to it but I also think that the fervor for it has kind of died down, 

they’re smarter now. They know now, that they don’t, you know, that they don’t want to 

be seen as haters, they want to be seen as defenders of the American way and that is a 

softer approach.  

       You know, it doesn’t feel like its such an onslaught. But I think the work that BRO 

has been doing is good. I’ve had some, I’ve had some issues with them along the way, 

but it’s more, just personal, I think it is just personal approach and preference, I think that 

they have sometimes chosen a path I didn’t necessarily agree with. But I continue to 

support them financially and emotionally and you know, I’ve done a lot of things for 

them along the way. They contacted, they contacted, remember the ad they had last year 

with the two lesbians that were partners, have you seen that? It was, it was a nice ad, they 

contacted us to maybe do that ad and then either they saw us or they met us, I don’t 

know, and they wanted some, some women with a softer look. And I was, I was offended 

by that, I’m like a softer look. Okay. So you have to look straight to be on that ad? 
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Because if that’s what you’re doing . . . cause if that’s what you’re doing . . .  yeah, you 

know, we are like you, but we look like this . . . you know . . . whatever— 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:    So. I don’t know. Sometimes they’ve taken approaches, where I think, that’s not 

how I would do it. But they’re doing a good job, they are. You know, they’re a force to 

be reckoned with. Yeah, definitely, I don’t know how supported they feel by all the, the 

whole community at large, but I think they do pretty well, financially. 

TB:    Yeah. It’s funny the more I talk to people, who have been in Portland much longer 

than I have, it’s just funny to start to get a sense about how people feel about various, 

different organizations. For the past year I have volunteered for the Mckenzie River 

Foundation. Which has been awesome, it’s introduced me to a lot of fantastic people. But 

people, it’s just interesting how BRO tends, pretty much, like everybody says really 

similar things to what you have said. 

AL:    Yeah. 

TB:    That seems to be the story. So. But I would hope though that, you know, if it 

comes time for an issue to have to get on the ballot that it would be a community coming 

together. 

AL:    Yeah. I think it will. I think they are smart to wait right now. You know, I think if 

Obama gets in another four years, then we’ll have a little more time. I think there will be 

time to do that. And I think, you know, trying to change hearts, and doing that one person 

at a time, they are, you know, really trying to have that impact on people, that’s the way 

to do it. 
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TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   It really is the way to do it. I hope it happens before I need Carol’s social security 

check or she needs mine. Cause, you know, that’s a lot of money. 

TB:    Hmm. Yeah. 

AL:    Just to get turned back to the government. 

HH:    Yeah. 

TB:   It’s so scary to think about. 

AL:    Yeah. You know one interesting thing and I don’t know if you’ve heard this from 

other people but I realized when they had the gay marriages for a short period of time in 

Multnomah County, you weren’t here then, but they let us get married you know for a 

little while and we married some amount of months before they sent our money back and 

all that but when we did that there was such an uproar that the county commissioners held 

hearings and they let people come and testify both for and against the gay marriages and 

so we testified for and when we were and when our family heard that we were doing that 

they said ‘We want to come.’ And we said ‘Okay, great.’ So when we testified it was 

fantastic, as we sat here and we read our statements and behind us was my mom and 

grandkids and my, you know, some of my siblings and they all stood there together and it 

was fantastic, but when we went to go in the building they screened us and we had to go 

through gun screens, right, and they checked bags and everything and my mom said, 

‘April, why are they doing this to us?’ And I, I’m like, and it hadn’t even occurred to me 

to talk to her about that, but I was in that building, that was my office building, cause I 

was working at the county then. I said, ‘Oh mom,’ I said, ‘there’s death threats on all the 



 41 

commissioners.’ And I said, ‘They’ve been, they’ve been having bomb threats in this 

building for the last two weeks.’ And she said, ‘You, you, this is your building.’ And I 

said, ‘I know, they bring dogs through one or two times a day. And I had got so used to it 

that it was, it still upset me, I mean, I was scared, but I didn’t think of how much I was 

sheltering my family from what it’s like to live your life as a lesbian. 

HH:    Right. 

AL:     And even in a place like Portland, she had no idea, she had no, and so I made a 

commitment to start telling them, you know, what is the impact of homophobia on my 

life and on their lives. And it was just amazing, she goes, ‘Well who would do this?’ And 

I said, ‘I don’t know. It’s not the gay people it’s those other people.’ And she says, ‘Well, 

why? I don’t understand.’ And I said, ‘I know mom, we just, you know . . .’ and she was 

just devastated it. It had never occurred to her that I was in danger or that somebody 

would want to hurt me, you know, it’s just that she just could not, could not imagine it 

and so I think sometimes we do ourselves a disservice by not talking about those kinds of 

things, and the pressure and you know, the stress you feel by having to pay attention to 

that stuff all the time. You know. So I really try to tell people about that because I think 

it’s important and I think that’s what will change hearts and minds in our favor. 

TB:    Yeah. 

AL:   Yeah. To just really understand that we just want to live our lives just like you do. 

We want to pay our taxes just like everybody else. You know. I mean that’s not more 

normal citizens in this city than Carol and I. My God, you know, we do everything the 
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way we’re supposed to but we can’t get married so. Yeah. But some of the people who 

are allowed to get married and have children should not— 

TB:   I know, I know. 

AL:   So I worry about that, but anyway. 

HH:   Uh-huh. 

AL:   So how am I doing?  

HH:   I think we’re probably— 

TB:   Yeah, we’ve got just over an hour, so if there is— 

AL:   Well I’d be happy to answer anything else, but— 

HH:   Is there anything else? 

TB:   I don’t know, but this has been so great. 

AL:   Good. 

HH:   So great and informative. 

TB:    Yeah and we got to hear so much stuff that we haven’t heard anything about yet so 

it’s been good to talk to other people about this experience. 

AL:    Well to and if other people want to talk or you know, if Pat wants more 

information about, you know, lesbians taking care of gay guys or the recovery 

community, what ever, you know, I’m happy to try to help out. Do you have guest 

speakers come to your class, sometimes? 
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HH:  She had members of GLAPN come. 

AL:  Uh-huh. 

HH:   And I think that’s it. Right? 

TB:   That’s been it so far. I think there might be somebody else on our syllabus. 

AL:    You know who would be really interesting is the group that Carol volunteers for at 

Friendly House, the Gay and Gray, if you don’t have them coming, there is a panel of 

elders who come and speak and there are, there are two women and two men that I am 

especially drawn to. I think they are like angels walking on this earth, they are, they’ve 

been together a million years they’ve lived through all of being closeted. You know, not 

in the open, and now they live these open lives and there’s this one woman and she cries 

every time she tells her story because they were partners in Texas, they were school 

teacher, you know, something like, they’d been together fifty years and forty-five of 

those years were in the closet. That is a powerful story. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   And we do training for people who provide care to, LGBTQ seniors. So nursing 

students and SW students, providers, nursing home staff, county employees, so. 

TB:   Yeah. 

AL:   So get somebody from the Gay and Gray panel is fantastic. 

TB:   Yeah. It was really great to read about The Gay and Gray in Carol’s interview, I 

had never of it before that. 
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AL:   I know it’s a small group. It’s a social force, right there, they have social gatherings 

and then we do the training on the side, so . . . Carol and I train the facilitators and we 

train the panelists, so the panel members, so we have some really good panelist right 

now. We have one fellow who’s a Methodist minister who was trans, female to male, and 

it’s so interesting, I mean really, I mean he is like an angel walking on the face of the 

earth. He has so much love for people and his story is just so powerful and then we have 

a dentist who is a male to female and he has a powerful story, you know, he was married 

to a woman and raised kids and later in life decided that he was transgender and made the 

change. I mean it is just so interesting, these folks have lived— 

TB:   Yeah. So many people from GLAPN who came to speak to us shared stories about 

coming out when they were well into their fifties. And how after having been married for 

sometimes as long as thirty years— 

AL:   Oh Yeah, yeah, yeah. Cool. 

TB:   Yeah. It’s good for people our age to be reminded of stories like that, we have it so 

much easier. 

AL:    And learning so we don’t have to repeat the past, we can learn from it. And these 

guys are so great they pass pictures around of them when they were young, young men 

and it’s just great. One of them started out as a Christian faith, and then converted to 

Catholicism and then went into to be a priest and went into a monastery, and then 

anyway, he goes through all iterations and now he is a Buddhist Monk and he’s still with 

the same guy, they met when they were in their thirties in Chicago and now they are in 

their seventies and eighties and it’s fantastic. It’s so fun to hear them. 
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       All right. Or if you have questions when you go through this or whatever just call me 

. . . you should have my cell number because I’ll be travelling. 503-756-1007 and Carol’s 

is the same but it ends in 6. So if you need something and can’t reach me you can get a 

hold of her. 

TB:   Thank you. 

AL:   Uh-huh. 

TB:   And I noticed on here that you did, that you checked that you agreed to the internet 

publication and that okay, since we talked openly about AA? 

AL:   I think it’s okay, I mean, I don’t . . . yeah, I think it’s okay. 

TB:    Okay. 

HH:   Are you sure, we could just switch it. 

AL:   No I think it’s fine. It might help somebody. It’s not like it’s going to be on the 

evening news. 

HH:   Pat talked about the difficulties of being able to publish some of the interviews on 

the GLAPN website, because, because not even what the interviewee felt about sharing 

information, but names and places of other people and having to get clearance from all of 

those people— 

AL:    Oh. Yeah. 

HH:   Because their names have been mentioned and so it’s kind of, it sounded like, it 

kind of it was getting bogged down— 
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AL:   Yeah. I bet it was. Well hopefully we didn’t add to her complexity. 

TB:   Thank you so much. 

HH:    Yeah. 
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